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TALK	TO	GOD	
	

EUGENE	BOSSILKOV	
BY	GOD'S	CHARITY	AND	THE	BLESSING	OF	THE	HOLY	SEE	

Bishop	of	Nikopol	
	
To	the	clergy	and	the	faithful	of	the	Diocese.	
	
Greetings	to	the	Lord.	
	
Beloved	Children!	The	kingdom	of	God	is	spread	from	one	end	of	the	world	to	the	
other.	Although	so	different	in	its	composition,	in	its	speech,	in	its	customs	and	in	
its	 being,	 this	 society	 of	 the	 children	 of	 God	 has	 a	 common	 language	 that	
guarantees	its	life,	unity	and	longevity.	This	language	is	prayer.	In	this	language	
all	 the	children	of	God	are	understood	and	 in	 it	 they	speak	with	their	heavenly	
Father.	
		
We	 are	 small	 people,	 but	 great	 is	 the	 Lord	 and	 so	mysterious!	 Our	 eyes	 have	
never	seen	it	and	our	hands	have	never	touched	it.	By	the	greatness	of	nature,	its	
order,	its	immutable	laws,	we	see	above	all	this,	behind	all	this	and	past	all	this	
Someone	 else.	 In	 the	 quietest	 nights,	 among	 the	 biggest	 storms,	 between	 the	
noisy	crowds	and	in	the	loneliest	hours,	we	feel	that	there	is	someone	else…	and	
we	know	it	-	this	is	God.	There	is	no	man	who	has	not	fallen	to	his	knees	at	least	
once	 in	 his	 life	 before	his	 Creator	 and	has	not	 called	upon	Him	 for	 help	 in	 his	
powerlessness.	At	that	moment	he	was	praying	and	it	was	touching	that	through	
his	 prayer	 a	 bridge	 was	 formed	 on	 which	 the	 Most	 High	 descended	 from	 the	
heights	to	it.	
		
Beloved	Children!	The	power	of	prayer	 is	great!	The	body	feels,	 the	heart	 feels,	
the	will	desires,	the	mind	thinks;	but	higher	than	the	feelings	of	the	body,	of	the	
senses	of	the	heart,	of	the	desires	of	the	will,	of	the	thoughts	of	the	spirit	stands	
prayer!	It	encompasses	the	whole	person,	because	in	it	all	the	forces	of	the	soul	
are	 gathered	 and	 growing,	 and	 all	 the	 sources	 of	 the	 inner	 man	 are	 put	 into	
action:	reason,	will,	and	the	power	of	love.	Thus	prayer	is	the	work	of	all	man	and	
his	greatest	work;	it	is	the	fire	that	warms	his	life;	a	bright	light	that	transforms	
his	being.	
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Just	 as	 the	 sailor	 aspires	 to	 tomorrow,	 where	 the	 harbour	 awaits	 him,	 so	 the	
Christian,	whose	hopes	are	beyond	the	world,	and	whose	thirst	after	them	burns	
and	dries,	never	 stops	 the	orderly	passage	 to	 the	 sacred	 covenants	of	 eternity,	
supported	precisely	by	the	power	of	a	prayer	that	is	an	inexhaustible	source	not	
only	of	 consolation	but	also	of	 creative	power	 -	 convinced	 that	when	one	 truly	
prays,	 a	 gentle	 and	 gentle	 look	 stops	 at	 him	 and	 soft	 rays	 come	 like	 a	 quiet,	
hearty	caress	 from	that	wonderful	end,	sunk	 in	deep	mystery	 -	 the	kingdom	of	
the	Most	High.	
		
Through	prayer,	 one	 is	 supplied	with	 everything	necessary	 to	 lead	 a	 good	and	
pious	 Christian	 life	 and	 finds	 in	 it	 the	 power	 to	 fulfil	 God's	 commandments,	
overcome	temptations,	and	persevere	in	faithfulness	to	God	until	the	end	-	three	
things	so	important	to	each	one.	
		
Is	 not	 prayer	 the	 good	 angel	 who	 drives	 man	 to	 moderation,	 humility,	
consciousness	and	contemplation?	And	who	will	deny	that,	 in	his	prayer,	when	
he	 has	 expressed	 his	 needs,	 anxieties,	 and	 desires,	 he	 has	 not	 felt	 that	 he	 is	
breathing	Grace,	comfort,	and	peace?	
		
Beloved	Children!	The	basis	of	the	Christian	is	his	faith	in	God;	by	virtue	of	this	
faith,	he	is	obliged	to	acknowledge	God	as	his	Creator	and	Lord,	and	for	this	he	
must	pray	every	day,	for	prayer	is	the	most	pronounced	acknowledgment	of	God	
and	 the	 most	 sincere	 manifestation	 of	 His	 due	 obedience.	 But	 the	 wonder	 of	
prayer	 is	 that	 it	 raises	 us	 to	 God	 and	 unites	 us	 to	 Him.	 This	 close	 union	 and	
cooperation	 of	 the	 soul,	 on	 the	 one	 hand,	 and	 the	 benevolent	 attention	 of	 the	
Creator,	who	invites	and	listens	to	it,	on	the	other,	is	not	the	most	essential,	the	
most	personal,	the	most	important	and	the	most	beautiful	in	each	human	being?	
What	doesn't	a	person	achieve	naturally?	And	how	much	more	will	he	achieve	if	
he	works	in	union	with	God!	No	boundaries	are	drawn	here	for	his	activity.	And	
what	is	man's	contribution?	Only	his	weakness,	which	he	professes	through	his	
prayer,	 asking	 for	 strength	 and	help.	This	 infusion	of	 the	 soul	 into	God	 is	 only	
comparable	to	the	relationship	that	exists	between	son	and	father.	The	child	 in	
the	family	is	in	no	condition	and	yet	has	what	he	wants.	He	lives	by	his	weakness	
-	he	wants	and	everything	is	given	to	him.	Are	we	not	weak	and	infant	children	
before	God?	-	It	is	remarkable	that	one	of	the	newest	and	most	profound	features	
of	 the	Gospel	 is	 the	way	 in	which	He	 shows	us	God	as	Father.	 Christ	 explicitly	
says,	"Pray	thus:	'Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven.'	As	a	result	of	this	revelation	of	
this	reality	that	the	Creator	is	truly	the	Father,	the	Gospel	calls	us	without	fear	to	
come	to	Him:	“Ask,	so	we	read	there,	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	search	and	find;	
knock	 and	 it	 will	 open;	 for	 every	 one	 who	 asks	 receives;	 and	 he	 that	 seeks,	
findeth	him	that	knocketh,	shall	be	opened	”(Matt.	7:	7-9).	
		
Beloved	 Children!	 I	 can	 already	 hear	 your	 question:	 Why	 so	 many	 unfulfilled	
prayers?	 The	 answer	 is	 this:	 if	 our	 prayers	 are	 unfulfilled,	 it	 is	 due	 to	 the	
following	reasons:	either	we	are	not	good,	or	our	prayer	is	not	good,	or	what	we	
are	praying	 for	 is	not	 good.	We	must	not	 forget	 that	prayer	 is	not	 for	 the	 first	
purpose	to	 incline	God	to	us,	but	on	the	contrary,	 to	 incline	us	to	God.	 In	other	
words,	the	Lord	is	good	without	anything,	and	we	must	become	better	and	better	
through	prayer,	 that	 is,	 through	prayer.	 true	 to	 the	 first	purpose	 for	which	 the	



	 3	

Lord	created	us:	to	love	Him	with	all	our	heart,	with	all	our	soul	and	with	all	our	
might.	
		
At	 a	 religious	 lesson,	 a	 priest	 asked	 a	 child:	 Are	 you	 praying	 at	 home?	 Yes,	 of	
course,	 the	child	 replied.	When	do	you	pray	 in	 the	morning?	No.	When	eating?	
No.	At	bedtime?	No.	What	then?	Only	when	it	thunders,	was	the	answer.	
		
It	is	clear	that	if	we	only	think	of	God	when	we	are	in	the	effort,	otherwise	we	do	
not	pay	attention	in	life,	on	what	basis	then	do	we	expect	help	from	him?	It	is	not	
God's	fault	that	he	does	not	listen	to	our	prayers;	we	are	guilty	because	we	are	
not	 good.	We	 said	 above	 that	 our	 relationship	with	 God	 is	 that	 of	 a	 child	 to	 a	
father.	It	is	in	prayer	that	those	qualities	that	give	a	special	charm	to	every	child,	
namely,	 sincerity,	 humility	 and	 hope,	 must	 be	 revealed.	 "The	 Lord	 resists	 the	
proud,	but	gives	grace	to	the	humble,"	says	St.	 James	(James	4:	6).	Who	is	pure	
before	God	and	who	is	righteous?	With	the	prophet	Daniel	we	can	all	repeat:	“We	
have	sinned	and	acted	unlawfully,	having	 turned	away	 from	You	and	sinned	 in	
everything.	We	have	not	obeyed	your	commandments,	and	we	have	not	obeyed	
what	He	commanded	us	to	do,	
		
This	 state	 of	mind	 unleashes	 the	 tension	 of	 our	 shared	 feelings,	 our	will	 joins	
with	the	commandments	of	God's	will,	and	this	conformity	instils	in	us	an	infinite	
hope	 in	 God.	 The	 trust	 in	 God	 is	 the	 key	 that	 opens	 up	 the	 treasures	 of	 God's	
mercy	and	of	God's	generosity.	Christ	Himself	says:	 “Have	 faith,	 that	 is,	 trust	 in	
God.	 For	 verily	 I	 say	 unto	 you,	 If	 any	 man	 say	 to	 this	 mountain,	 Rise	 up	 and	
plunge	 into	 the	 sea,	 and	 doubt	 not	 in	 your	 heart,	 but	 believe	 that	 it	 shall	 be	
according	to	his	words,	it	shall	come	to	pass,	as	he	saith.	Therefore	I	say	to	you,	
whatever	you	ask	in	prayer,	believe	that	you	will	receive	it	and	it	will	be	given	to	
you	 ”(Mark	 23:24).	 Maybe	 our	 faith	 is	 upside	 down,	 maybe	 our	 love	 is	 with	
breasts	 spread	 out	 from	 the	 wounds,	 maybe	 our	 hope	 is	 with	 our	 eyes	 gone,	
everything	is	broken	in	us,	however,	everything	comes	to	life	and	shines	with	the	
rays	of	hope	 in	God,	which	 forces	God	 to	 turn	his	 gaze	 to	 those	who	 call	 upon	
him.	 Are	we	 able	 to	 reconcile	 our	 desires,	 our	 requests,	 our	 pardons,	material	
needs	with	 the	commandments	of	God's	will,	 for	us	 there	will	be	no	unfulfilled	
prayers?	
		
Beloved	Children!	Often	times	what	we	pray	for	may	not	be	worth	it.	Interesting	
is	the	case	of	one	who	intended	to	kill	his	enemy.	He	started	to	carry	out	his	plan	
and	on	the	way	passed	a	Church,	went	inside,	knelt	before	the	Virgin	Mary,	and	
prayed	with	his	heart	to	help	him	successfully	carry	out	the	deliberate	murder!	
Everyone	understands	that	this	is	not	only	a	prayer,	but	a	challenge	to	God.	If	our	
prayers	do	not	first	aim	for	the	glory	of	God	and	the	good	of	our	souls,	there	is	
nothing	to	wonder	that	they	will	remain	unfulfilled	because	what	we	want	is	not	
worth	it.	
		
Beloved	Children!	Positively,	none	of	us	doubts	the	superiority	of	prayer	 in	the	
least,	but	we	do	not	value	 it	enough	and	use	 it	 insufficiently	 in	 life.	 It	 is	 such	a	
great	power	that	it	reaches	where	human	needs	and	the	mercy	of	God	reach,	ie.	it	
has	no	boundaries.	"Whatever	you	ask	in	faith	for	your	prayers,	you	will	receive	
it,	and	whatever	you	ask	for	in	my	name,	I	will	do	it."	These	are	the	promises	that	
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came	 out	 of	 the	 mouth	 of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 History	 consists	 not	 only	 of	 human	
exploits	 and	human	misery,	 but	 also	of	 human	prayer	 and	God's	help.	Nothing	
can	 stop	 the	 action	 of	 prayer:	 neither	 passion,	 nor	 temptation,	 nor	 danger	 -	
prayer	overcomes	and	gradually	 transforms	thoughts,	 feelings,	and	will.	Prayer	
creates	a	new	person.	
		
If	anyone	wants	to	know	if	they	love	God,	let	them	know	that	they	love	to	pray.	
In	 the	Garden	of	Gethsemane,	 in	 front	of	 the	great	visions	of	human	 fall,	Christ	
left	us	as	a	 testament	the	 following	words:	"Pray	and	watch."	Prayer	 is	 the	 last	
recommendation	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 as	 a	 means	 that	 will	 save	 us	 and	 help	 us	
overcome	all	dangers.	
		
However,	 let	 us	 all	 love	 prayer.	 Let	 us	 pray	 in	 the	 Church,	 at	 home	 and	
everywhere.	One	sigh,	one	desire,	one	thought,	which	fly	to	God	-	here	is	prayer	
and	through	it	we	are	known	above,	it	is	knocked;	let	us	leave	everything	else	to	
God,	according	to	the	counsel	of	the	psalmist:	"Give	your	care	to	God,	and	He	will	
support	you"	(Ps.	54:23).	
The	Lord	mercifully	look	to	you	and	the	Blessing	of	God	the	Father	and	the	Son	
and	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	midst	to	accompany	you.	Amen.	
		
Given	in	Rousse	
	
Feast	of	the	Virgin	Mary	of	Lourdes	
	
February	11,	1952	


