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ITINERARY  
for the icon and reliquary of St. Paul of 
the Cross 

 
 
 

SCOR PROVINCE 
MONSEÑOR ROMERO ZONE 
 

The Jubilee Icon and the Reliquary of St. Paul of the Cross continued their pre-
planned itinerary, although there were some difficulties and delays in the transfer 
from Europe to America because it could not include the island of CUBA. That is why 
some of the communities, notably Havana (about which we have no news) and 
México, have not been able to profit from a visit of the memorial icon and relics. The 
members of the Commission beg pardon of the brethren of both communities. 

There follow some brief notices regarding the passage of the icon through the 
Monseñor Romero Zone, Sacred Heart Province. 
 

MÉXICO CITY 
July 19 to 24 

 
 

In the postulancy community of Mexico City, we planned a four-day celebration 
of the 300th anniversary of the Passionist founding; the starting date was July 19. This 
was in accord with the itinerary calendar. 
 

The icon was delayed, did not arrive on time, but we, nevertheless, went ahead 
and used some of the symbols of the Congregation which we had in the house: a 
framed picture depicting St. Paul of the Cross, a relic of St. Paul of the Cross, and a 
larger photograph St. Paul’s image which one of the laity of the parish provided. Two 
altars were prepared with appropriate art in keeping with the solemn occasion; one 



 

 

was in the parish chapel, the other in the main church; ceremonies were planned for 
each location. 
 

On Friday, the 19th, the opening services began in the chapel with solemn 
vespers and the concelebrated Eucharist. Taking part were the pastoral assistants of 
the parish and the faithful who generally attend the parish celebrations. 
 

On Saturday, following the usual three morning Masses during which we 
remembered the 300th anniversary, the laity had signed-up for hour-long turns (from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) of the nature of a “holy hour,” with the additional participation of 
whomever wished to join in. Prayer resources were provided by the postulants, who 
also took part in the Holy Hour. 
 
 On Sunday, the altar in the main body of the church received the icon and 
reliquary. At each of the Sunday Masses, the celebrant provided a rite for the prayerful 
recognition of the anniversary of our foundation. 
 

Both on Saturday and Sunday, some leaflets were handed out (authored by our 
Pastor) which told the story of the Congregation and its founding in four scenarios. A 
holy card, prepared by the community, was also given out with the image of the icon, 
and the jubilee prayer. 
 

On Monday, everything moved into the community chapel, where the symbols 
inspired our prayer and the memory of our charism. 

 

TOLUCA 
From July 25 to 28 

 

On the occasion of the commemoration of the third centenary since the 
founding of the Congregation, from July 25 to 28 we hosted the icon and reliquary of 
our Holy Founder. On Thursday, July 25, at the monument to Christopher Columbus, 
the Religious Community, in the company of a substantial group of our parishioners, 
including the Passionist Lay Missionaries, received the relics of St. Paul of the Cross, 
and moved in procession to the church, where the welcoming Eucharist was 
celebrated. 



 

 

On Friday, starting with the first Mass (7 a.m.), the reliquary was available for 
the veneration of the faithful, until the evening Mass (7 p.m.) Immediately afterwards 
there was an organ concert with hymns in honor of our Holy Founder, Saint Paul of the 
Cross. 

 On Saturday, the 27th, at 3 p.m., there was a procession with both the relic of 
our Founder and the icon; after which there was a gathering of youth for prayer and 
praise [jornada de oración]. On that same day, at 6:30 p.m., Fr. Andrés San Martín 
Medina gave a teaching titled “The icon in the Church’s faith life.” The gathering 
concluded with a prayer vigil in the presence of the icon of our third centenary. 

 On Sunday, the 28th, we had a Solemn Eucharist to accompany the closing of 
the presence of the icon and relics among us. The next day, the 29th, both Jubilee 
symbols left for Guatemala. Our experience left us with richly blessed with deeper 
faith, strong emotions and our gratitude toward God, St. Paul of the Cross and our 
Congregation. 

 

GUATEMALA 
From July 29 to August 2. 
 

 
 
These were precious days in which we realized our plans to be gathered together in 
celebration of the 300 years of our Congregation’s existence. At each of the three 
communities which we serve, we prayed for all who make up the Passionist Family. 
Each of the communities (Santa Juana de Arco, Cristo Nuestra Paz and El Limón) had 
also planned for local festivities which brought them much joy and enthusiasm. 
 

HONDURAS 

LAS VEGAS 
From August 3 to 7 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With some 

emotion, we , the people of the Community of Las Vegas, Santa Barbara, Honduras, 
welcomed the relic of St. Paul of the Cross and the Passionist Jubilee icon in 
commemoration of the 300 years of the Congregation’s existence. 
 
 On Saturday, August 3, Fr. Santiago Ruiz and Brother Roberto Mejía, carried out 
their duty to travel to Guatemala City and accept the Jubilee symbols on behalf of the 
communities of Honduras. They brought them to the parish of Nuestra Señora de 
Suyapa, in the city of Las Vegas, Santa Bárbara, Honduras. 
 
 The Jubilee Reliquary and icon had the following itinerary in Honduras: 
 
 That same Saturday, they were taken to our Los Laureles community, which is a 
rural area where the local chapel is named for Saint Paul of the Cross. 
 
 On Sunday, August 4, stops at the community of Santiago Apóstol, in El Mochito, 
and to the community of San Juan. 
 
 On Monday, the 5th of August, there was a holy hour following the theme of the 
“Month of the Family.” At the same time, there was a presentation/explanation of the 
icon which was given by members of the Passionist Family. They emphasized the history 
of mission labors carried out by the Passionists in Honduras. They mentioned some of 
the names of our brethren who spent time in these lands, and they invited those in 
attendance to join the Passionist Family in order to continue learning about and sharing 
the Passionist charism, which is focused on the Cross of Christ, and which continues to 
exert a force over our lives today. 
 
 Following the forementioned presentation, the faithful venerated the relic of St. 
Paul and took photos in order to remember this special moment for our parish. 
 
 On Wednesday, August 7, the brethren of the Las Vegas community (Fr. Santiago 
Ruiz, Bro. Roberto Mejía and Dcn. Albino Elizalde) took the reliquary and the icon to the 
Santa Barbara community, where Fr. Lenin and his parishioners received it with great 
happiness. 
 

 

SANTA BÁRBARA 
From August 7 to 11 



 

 

 

 
 

The Christian community at Santa Barbara welcomed the Jubilee symbols with 
great love, emotion and joy. Fr. Santiago Ruiz offered a short catechetical instruction on 
the value and the importance of these relics. This was followed by the Mass, presided 
by the pastor, Fr. Lenin Martínez, who touched us with his passionate and convincing 
words. In meditating on the icon and approaching to venerate it with a kiss, we re-
affirmed our commitment to have the Passion of Christ always in our hearts. 
 

A similar commemoration was held in the some of the rural 
villages/communities of the parish: Llano del Conejo; Galeras; and Gualjoco (San Juan 
Bautista). 

 
Having concluded the time allotted our community, we organized a pilgrimage 

to take the Jubilee symbols to the town of Quimistan. 
 

QUIMISTAN 
From August 11 to 14 
 

  
 

On August 11, the parish at Santa Barbara handed over the icon and reliquary of Our 

Holy Founder, St. Paul of the Cross, to the parish of San Juan Bautista. The pastor, Fr. José 
Hernández León, together with Fr. Benjamín Reyes, explained the reason for the visit of 



 

 

these Jubilee symbols. The local gathering was enriched by the singing of the parish 
choir; and it was concluded with a lunch and the sharing of hospitality with our brothers 
and sisters from the Santa Barbara parish. 

 
On Monday, August 12, the faithful from Quimistan gathered in the afternoon to set out 

in procession to take the Jubilee symbols to the Tierra Blanca community. The community 
there gave them an enthusiastic welcome. Dcn. José Ramón Mejía explained the 
significance of the icon. Fr. Manuel Mendoza talked about the reason for the celebration 
to those invited. As Passionists, he explained, we are on the verge of celebrating 300 
years of existence. Our spirituality has always been expressed in the Church, but God 
gave St. Paul of the Cross a special calling to announce the Good News of the Crucified. 
In fulfilling God’s plan, Paul gathered companions who would live in community and 
proclaim the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
On Tuesday, the 13th, the community at Pinalejo met in prayer, to thank God, 

and to ask God to empower peoples with the Passionist spirituality. During this prayerful 
time, several local symbols were presented: the hands of three young people expressing 
gratitude for the arrival of the Passionists; a bit of earth to represent our commitment 
to live prophetically in these these demanding times; and a globe to represent the 
future, and which means hope to us. The event was covered by Radio Actualidad, which 
is a Passionist radio station. 

 
The visit of the Jubilee symbols ended on August 14, in the community of Milpa 

Arada. The community prayed that God would give strength to the Passionists so that 
they might be witnesses of the love of God, live a simple and joyful fraternal life and that 
this mission might always be in solidarity with those live under the burden of their cross. 
 

 

EL SALVADOR 
From August 15 to 20 

 
 
The theologate community of “St. Paul of the Cross,” in El Salvador, Central 

America, received the icon and the reliquary of our Founder as part of their celebration 
of the third centenary of the founding of our Congregation. It is being taken to all of our 



 

 

communities as a motivating presence for the celebration of our imminent jubilee, and 
to express our gratitude for the blessings God has given us during these three centuries. 
 

On Thursday, August 15, there was an impressive enthronement of the Jubilee symbols; 
it was the feast of the Assumption of our Lady, and brought to mind one more year since the 

birth of Monseñor Romero. This took place at our parish of San Francisco de Asís. Since 
it was a prayer service before the Blessed Sacrament, the topic we chose was “Gratitude, 
the heart’s memory.” While we were gathered before the Blessed Sacrament, we 
exchanged thoughts, reflections and Passionist hymns, to accompany our gazing on the 
icon and the reliquary of St. Paul of the Cross, who has called us to keep the memory of 
the Passion of Christ today. 
 

On August 16, in the afternoon, there was a talk offered for the parish 
community and for our friends with whom we share the Passionist charism. The topic 
was on the reason for the presence of these Jubilee symbols. We began with a prayer, 
followed by a presentation on the life and work of St. Paul of the Cross, up to the present 
day. This was followed by a catechetical explanation of the icon itself. 
 

The people’s reaction was one of interest, very moving, and they showed their 
affection for being considered Passionists; they expressed their gratitude for being a 
part of our celebration. 

 
No doubt, the tally of the many Passionists who have worked in Central America 

is the living witness to the charism and its having been planted in these lands; and 
although we acknowledge our human weakness, the memory of the Passion is bringing 
forth its fruits. The Passionist family fruits are in the missionaries, the comunidades de 
base, and the many committed laity who stand with the crucified today. 

 
On Saturday, August 17, the icon and reliquary visited the parish communities of 

“Rutilio Grande” and “San Pablo de la Cruz.” During their celebration of the Eucharist, 
an explanation was given for the presence of these symbols among them. 
 

On Sunday, August 18, again during the Eucharist, the “Dolores Community” in 
the San Judas neighborhood, and those gathered in the Parish Church were introduced 
to the Jubilee symbols, with a palpable of joy over this Passionist celebration. 
 

On Monday, August 19, recognizing the presence of the Passionist Sisters, 
founded by Dolores Medina and Fr. Diego Alberici, in the city, the icon and reliquary 
were taken to their educational community of “la Divina Providencia.” 

 
There was a great outpouring of joy and enthusiasm among the young students 

and children; they carried the Jubilee symbols through the hallways of the school to the 
accompaniment of hymns and applause. The theology students explained the 
underlying catechesis of the symbols and the occasion for the visit to their school. In 
fact, the most moved were not the students, but the Sisters, who very devoutly 
venerated these beautiful symbols of our Congregation. 

 



 

 

There is no doubt that this visit of the Jubilee symbols have inspired us to begin 
our celebration of these 300 years of Passionist life. The Passionist Community and the 
Passionist Family in El Salvador is one with this great celebration, and shares in the 
gratitude which is inscribed in our hearts. 
 

On the 19th, in the evening, we bade farewell to these symbols as a community, 
and on the 20th, they were forwarded to Panama. 


