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Dear	Brothers,	Sisters	and	Friends	in	the	Passionist	Family	
	
Fr.	Gerard	Mahony	CP	-	May	he	rest	in	peace	

	
	It	 is	with	great	sadness	we	mourn	the	 loss	of	our	
senior	religious,	Gerard	Mahony	who	passed	away	
last	night,	28th	November	2017.	
	
While	 his	 health	 had	 been	 failing,	 and	 his	 heart	
was	 failing,	Gerard	maintained	 an	 active	 life	 right	
to	the	end.			Before	being	admitted	to	Royal	Prince	
Alfred	 Hospital,	 Sydney	 a	 few	 weeks	 ago,	 Gerard	
was	 on	 holidays	 with	 his	 good	 friend	 Anne	
Ferguson.	 	 Five	 months	 ago,	 Gerard	 was	 still	
coming	over	to	the	Provincial	office	to	take	up	his	
post	at	the	desk,	and	enjoy	the	company,	and	the	
chance	to	play	Solitaire	on	his	computer.	
	
	

This	is	perhaps	the	last	photo	taken	of	Gerard	in	Balmain	Hospital	

Gerard’s	celebration	this	year	-70	years	a	Priest,	75	years	a	Passionist	
	
Gerard’s	one	wish	was	to	spend	his	life	to	the	end	at	home	in	the	Monastery.		
He	did	not	want	to	go	to	assisted	care.	 	With	the	incredible	help	of	Gabrielle	
Riches,	and	through	the	generosity	of	the	St	Brigid’s	community,	we	managed	
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to	 care	 for	Gerard	 at	 home.	 	Only	 in	 the	 last	month	 or	 so	 have	we	 needed	
some	outside	assistance.	

	
On	Holidays	
	
Gerard	was	 always	 the	 first	 to	 the	 chapel,	 an	hour	minimum	every	morning	
and	every	night.	 	At	Balmain	Rehabilitation	Hospital,	he	had	his	Kindle	by	his	
bedside.		His	recipe	for	a	long	life,	one	Scotch	a	night.	
	
Gerard	was	 a	 Provincial	 by	 the	 age	 of	 33,	 a	 lecturer	 in	 the	minor	 seminary,	
renowned	preacher,	parish	missioner,	retreat	giver.			Gerard	was	a	member	of	
the	two	General	Chapters	that,	after	the	Vatican	Council,	re-wrote	the	Rule	to	
bring	our	Congregation	into	the	modern	world.		He	loved	the	Passionist	story,	
but	was	 not	 locked	 into	 regrets	 that	 the	 past	was	 gone.	 	 He	 loved	 the	 new	
directions	 our	 Passionist	 life	 and	 mission	 has	 taken.	 	 He	 never	 missed	 a	
Chapter,	 a	 Province	 Assembly,	 -	 any	 change	 to	 be	 involved	 and	 part	 of	 the	
future.	
	
Our	Fr	General,	Joachim	Rego,	C.P.,	wrote:	
	

Very	 sorry	 to	 hear	 of	 the	 death	 of	 Gerard…came	 a	 little	 unexpectedly,	 it	
seems…and	 on	 the	 36th	anniversary	 of	 my	 Ordination,	 and	 the	 5-month	
anniversary	of	my	dear	Mum’s	death.	
		
Of	 course,	at	 times	 like	 this	 there	are	many	 thoughts	and	 remembrances	
that	go	through	one’s	mind	–	from	this	distance.	I	was	just	saying	to	Denis	
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that	only	last	night	I	was	thinking	of	Gerard	–	in	the	light	of	my	coming	to	
Sydney	 relatively	 soon	 (10	 Dec).	 I	 was	 planning	 to	 go	 and	 visit	 him	 in	
Balmain…but	it	was	not	to	be.	
		
Having	lived	in	community	with	him,	seeing	his	very	disciplined	life	in	terms	
of	punctuality,	prayer,	meals,	drinks	etc.,	and	his	assistance	and	presence	
each	day	in	the	Provincial	Office	–	are	memories	that	flood	to	my	mind.	Of	
course,	 he	 always	 wanted	 to	 talk	 about	 his	 writing	 projects	 and	 be	
affirmed	in	what	he	was	contributing…and	a	great	contribution	it	has	been	
to	our	Province	and	to	the	Passionist	Family.	
		
I’m	sorry	that	I	will	not	be	present	at	his	funeral,	but	I	will	remember	him	
with	gratitude	 in	prayer	and	Mass.	Please	convey	my	sincere	condolences	
to	the	St	Brigid’s	community,	to	the	Province,	and	to	Gerard’s	family.	

	
	

Gerard’s	95th	Birthday	this	year	

	
Our	Health	Care	Guardian,	Gabrielle	has	spent	endless	hours	with	Gerard	over	
these	 last	years,	ensuring	he	continued	to	have	the	best	health	and	the	best	
opportunities	his	failing	heart	would	allow.		She	wrote	this	morning:	
	

	Fr	Gerard	passed	away	last	night	around	9.30pm.	
He	was	at	Balmain	Hospital.	I	had	arrived	yesterday	morning	to	take	him	to	
St	Mary’s	Villa	and	he	was	too	unwell	for	discharge.	However,	by	the	time	I	
left	he	seemed	better.	
When	 I	 informed	his	 friend	Anne	 she	 said	 she	 had	 just	 gotten	 home	and	
had	‘tucked	him	in’.	I	expect	he	went	in	his	sleep.		
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Although	he	was	accepting	of	going	into	care,	he	has	been	determined	not	
to	go	into	care	for	so	long,	-	he	got	his	wish.	
		
On	behalf	of	the	Passionists	and	myself	I	want	to	say	thank	you	to	you	and	
the	 care	 workers	 for	 all	 your	 efforts,	 care	 and	 support	 of	 Gerard	 in	
supporting	him	to	continue	to	 live	 life	as	he	wanted.	He	was	happy	up	to	
the	end	and	was	always	grateful	for	being	supported	at	home.	
	

Of	 course,	 we	 will	 miss	 Gerard.	 	 He	 was	 one	 of	 the	 few	 remaining	 of	 our	
brothers	whose	memories	went	to	back	to	the	great	names,	and	the	forgotten	
names	of	the	religious	over	three	quarters	of	our	story	in	Australia.		Mention	a	
name,	and	Gerard	would	have	a	fund	of	stories	and	anecdotes.	
	
But	 his	 has	 heard	 the	 call	 of	 Jesus	 Crucified	 to	 come	 home.	 	 Christ	 has	
welcomed	 him	with	 those	words	we	 all	 hope	 one	 day	 to	 hear:	 “Well	 done,	
good	and	 faithful	 servant.	Receive	 the	kingdom	prepared	 for	you	before	 the	
world	began”	
	
	
In	Christ	Crucified	
Tom cp 
Provincial	Superior		
	

 


