
	

	

	
A MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE OF 

Brother  Gary  Clarke ,  C .P .  
 

 
 

St. Brigid’s Church, Marrickville 
11th March, 2016 

 

May the Passion of Jesus be always in our hearts 
 



	

	

 
 

 
 
 

Born 19th March 1954 

Professed 25th January 1975 

Died 7th March 2016 
  



	

	

GATHERING SONG | AMAZING GRACE 
(at Gary’s request) 

 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I am found  
Was blind, but now I see 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come  
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures  
He will my shield and portion be  
As long as life endures 
 
Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail  
And mortal life shall cease 
I shall possess within the veil  
A life of joy and peace 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun  
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun 
 
  



	

	

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 
Fr. Thomas McDonough, C.P., Passionist Provincial 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING 
A reading from the second letter of Timothy (4:6-8;17-18) 
 
As for me, my life is already being poured away, and 
the time has come for me to depart. I have fought 
the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the 
finish; I have kept the faith. All there is to come for me 
now is the crown of uprightness which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not 
only to me but to all those who have longed for his 
appearing. 
 
The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed 
for all to hear. The Lord will rescue me from 
everything, and bring me safely to his heavenly 
kingdom.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord 
 
 
RESPONSE | THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD (SUNG) 
 
The Lord is my shepherd and I want to follow 
wherever he leads me, wherever he goes 
Over the mountains, the waters and byways 
valleys and highways, he’s waiting for me 



	

	

Refrain 
I want to go to meet him there  
to lay myself down in his love 
The Lord is my shepherd and I want to follow 
wherever he leads me, wherever he goes 
 
And while on the journey to where we are going 
he promised to be there to help us along 
Over the mountains we’ll walk on together 
to know all the wonders he’s given to me 
 
GLORY AND PRAISE 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
In truth I tell you  
today you will be with me in paradise 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke (23: 33-34, 
42-43) 
 
When they reached the place called the Skull, there 
they crucified him and the two criminals, one on his 
right and the other on his left. Jesus said: “Father, 
forgive them; they do not know what they are 
doing.” Then they cast lots to share out his clothing. 
One of the criminals said to Jesus: “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” He 
answered, “In truth I tell you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
HOMILY 



	

	

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 
 
Celebrant: 
With faith in the infinite mercy of our God let us pray 
to him in confidence - 
 
1. In baptism Gary received the light of Christ. Let all 
darkness now dissipate before him as you lead him 
into eternal life. Lord hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
2. Gary was nourished at the table of the Eucharist. 
Welcome him into the halls of the heavenly banquet. 
Lord hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
3. As we mourn Gary’s death, we pray for his mother 
Dawn and the Clarke family. We pray also for the 
Passionist Community. Strengthen the faith of each 
one of us that we may live always in the hope and 
joy that comes from you. Lord hear us.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
4. We pray in thanks for those who have ministered to 
Gary in his final illness, and for those who spend their 
lives in the care of the elderly and the dying. We pray 
especially for Dr. John Kennedy and Dr. Maria 
Cigolini; for Sr. Elham and Sr. Clara and the staff of 
Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family Nursing Home; and 
for Gabrielle Riches, the Passionist Community nurse. 
Be with them in their work and sustain them in their 
love. Lord hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 



	

	

5. We pray for Gary’s father, Keith, and for all 
deceased Passionists of the Holy Spirit Province. We 
pray that all the dead may find eternal peace. Lord 
hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Celebrant: 
Loving God, hear these prayers. We bring them 
before you in the name of Jesus Christ, who has 
conquered death forever and ever. 
All: Amen 
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG | BY YOUR NAME I HAVE CALLED 
YOU  
 
Be still, be still and know that I am your God 
Be still, be still and know that I am with you 
 
By name I have called you, by name I will save you 
By name you are mine, you are precious to me 
 
By name I have called you, by name I will save you 
forever with you I will be 
 
Before you were born, I knew you  
Within your mothers' womb, I formed you  
I appointed you to speak in my name 
 
By name I have called you, by name I will save you 
By name you are mine, you are precious to me 
 
By name I have called you, by name I will send you 
forever with you I will be 
  



	

	

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
OUR FATHER 
 
COMMUNION SONG |YOU ARE MINE  
 
I will come to you in the silence  
I will lift you from all your fear 
You will hear my voice  
I claim you as my choice 
be still and know I am near 
 
I am hope for all who are hopeless  
I am eyes for all who long to see 
In the shadows of the night  
I will be your light, come and rest in me 
 
Do not be afraid I am with you 
I have called you each by name 
Come and follow me 
I will bring you home  
I love you and you are mine 
 
I am strength for all the despairing  
healing for the ones who dwell in shame  
All the blind will see 
and the lame will all run free  
and all will know my name 
 
Do not be afraid I am with you  
I have called you each by name 
Come and follow me 
I will bring you home  
I love you and you are mine 
 



	

	

I am the word that brings all to freedom,   
I am the peace the world cannot give  
I will call your name  
embracing all your pain 
stand up now, walk and live 
 
Do not be afraid I am with you  
I have called you each by name  
Come and follow me  
I will bring you home 
I love you and you are mine 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



	

	

 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO PRAYER 
 
Trusting in God, we have prayed together for Gary 
and now we come to the last farewell. 
There is sadness in parting 
but we take comfort in the hope 
that one day we shall see him again 
and enjoy his friendship. 
 
 
SONG OF FAREWELL 
 
Saints of God come to his aid! 
Hasten to meet him angels of the Lord! 
 
Receive his soul and present him to God the Most 
High. 
 
May Christ, who called you, take you to himself. 
may angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham! 
 
Receive his soul and present him to God the Most 
High. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. 
 
Receive his soul and present him to God the Most 
High. 
  



	

	

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION 
 
Into your hands, Father of mercies, 
we commend Gary 
in the sure and certain hope 
that, together with all who have died in Christ, 
he will rise with him on the last day. 
 
We give you thanks for the blessings 
which you bestowed upon Gary in this life: 
they are signs to us of your goodness 
and of your fellowship with the saints in Christ. 
 
Merciful Lord, 
turn towards us and listen to our prayers: 
open the gates of paradise to Gary 
and help us who remain 
to comfort one another with assurances of faith, 
until we all meet in Christ 
and are with you for ever. 
Amen. 
 
May the angels lead you into paradise; 
may the martyrs come to welcome you 
and take you to the holy city, 
the new and eternal Jerusalem. 
 
In peace let us take Gary to his place of rest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



	

	

CONCLUDING SONG | IT’S HARD TO LEAVE 
 (at Gary’s request) 

 
It's hard to leave you all behind 
Those loving smiles so sweet and kind 
I love you all, you're part of me 
With you I leave the heart of me 
It's hard to go, but now's the time 
With loving arms I intertwine 
There will be times I miss you so 
It's hard to leave, but I must go 
 
I won't look back along the way 
It only makes me want to stay 
With every step I'm sure I'll find 
A different loved one on my mind 
Without my friends here by my side 
My destiny will be my guide 
There will be times I miss you so 
It's hard to leave, but I must go 
 
It's hard to leave the ones you love 
Though other stars may shine above 
But I can hope within my song 
That after all it won't be long 
But it is now I feel the pain 
I may not see you all again 
There will be times I miss you so 
It's hard to leave but I must go  
 
 
 
 
 
  



	

	

 
  

 
 
 



	

	

 

 
 

 



	

	

 
 
 

After the Mass you are invited to refreshments in 
Shrublands Hall, behind the Church. 

The burial will take place at the Passionist Section of 
Rookwood Cemetery. 


