
SAINT CHARLES OF MOUNT ARGUS 
Proclaimed a Saint on 3rd June 2007 

by Pope Benedict XVI 
 

 
 

Official Canonisation Portrait of Fr. Charles of Mount Argus 
 

 
 

 
 

Birthplace of Saint Charles of Mount Argus – Munstergeleen, Holland 
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Chapel at the Birthplace of Saint Charles of Mount Argus – Munstergeleen, Holland 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Shrine to Saint Charles of Mount Argus  

in the Church of St. Paul of the Cross, Mount Argus, Dublin, Ireland 
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Father Frank Keevins, C.P., Rector and Parish Priest of Mount Argus, giving a blessing  

with the relic of Saint Charles of Mount Argus 
 

 

 
 

Fr. Salvatore Enzo Del Brocco, C.P. and Mr. Dolf Dormans 

 
Mr. Dormans was miraculously healed through the intercession of Saint Charles of Mount Argus 
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The Miraculous Healing of Mr. Dormans 
 

Mr. Dolf Dormans comes from Munstergeleen in Holland, birthplace of Saint Charles. On 29th March, 
1999, his doctor had him taken to the emergency room of the Maasland Hospital in Sittard. What he had 

experienced as abdominal pains turned out to be a ruptured appendix. Complications emerged. The 
oozing acid had damaged the small intestines to such an extent that, every other day, the inside of his 

abdomen had to be rinsed out under full anaesthetic. From the outset Mr. Dormans had surrendered his 

faith into the hands of Father Charles of Mount Argus, praying for a positive outcome to his disease, and 
a blessing on the hands of the physicians who were treating him. 

 
On 11th April his grandson, Simon, was due to make his First Holy Communion and all dressed up was 

brought to see his papa in hospital. On arrival it was discovered that Mr. Dorman's wife, Mia, and the 

other family members had been sent for. His condition had worsened. The surgical procedure that 
morning had exposed totally weakened and already porous intestines. Every action taken by the 

surgeon to improve the situation seemed to have the opposite result. When he wanted to close a hole, a 
little touch caused the intestines to leek even further.  

 
The doctor informed the family that from a medical point of view nothing more could be done and that 

there was no hope of recovery. His condition was so bad that the attending medical staff had decided 

not to resuscitate him. The family were advised to prepare themselves for an unpleasant death, within a 
very short time. With Mr. Dorman's intestines totally destroyed, the surgeon calmly and quietly 

explained how he had reached the boundaries of what he could do. Medical Science had nothing further 
to offer. The last sacraments of the Church were administered. The family said their good-byes. 

 

Mr. Dormans, who has great confidence in Father Charles held the relic of Charles in his hand and 
prayed. Because he is a very well known and beloved person in our village many people from the parish 

were praying for this recovery at the shrine where Father Charles was born. He went into a deep coma 
that same day, 11th April. Then the miracle happened: the next day he woke up and was completely clear 

of mind and his vital signs continued to improve. The recovery had begun! 
 

On a visit a couple of days later, Mr. Dorman’s family doctor was looking at him and saying to him: 

“Father Charles has performed his miracle, now it’s up to the medical staff here”. His health continued to 
improve with every passing day. The surgeon said: “It is beyond me that you are sitting here, opposite 

me, and still alive!” The medical team decided to perform further surgery and reserved a full day in the 
operating room on 27th October. When they went in, however, they found that all they had to do was 

connect the small intestines and close a little hole. Everything else was already healed in a natural way. 

 
This is the miraculous cure that, having passed through stringent medical scrutiny in the Netherlands 

and Rome, has now been given approval by Pope Benedict XVI and allows the Holy Father to announce 
3rd June 2007 as the date for the Canonisation of Passionist Father Charles of Mount Argus, Ireland. 
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Father Frank Keevins, C.P., Vice Postulator for the Cause of Saint Charles of Mount Argus  

during a recent interview with Dutch Television 
 

 

 
 

The room of Father Charles of Mount Argus 

Passionist Monastery, Mount Argus, Ireland. 
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Passionist Monastery and Church of St. Paul of the Cross, 

Mount Argus, Ireland 
 

 
 

The Canonisation of Father Charles of Mount Argus puts before our eyes a Patron for 
the Ministry of Healing. For almost thirty years Father Charles, who died in 1893, was 
visited daily by hundreds of people who came to the Passionist Monastery at Mount 
Argus in Dublin to receive his blessing and to be prayed over for physical, emotional 
and spiritual healing. 
 
Remembered by those who knew him as being “always accessible”, ready to go at a 
moment’s notice to visit the sick and the dying, Father Charles Houben was known 
throughout Ireland as “the Saint of Mount Argus”.  
 
Father Charles was someone who even in the midst of activity was able to live 
continually in the presence of God. His life exemplifies that fusion of action and 
contemplation which was intrinsic to his vocation as a Passionist. Following the 
teaching of St. Paul of the Cross, the Founder of the Passionists, Father Charles centred 
all his prayer and activity on the Ministry of the Cross. His life manifests his deep 
awareness of the profound link between the Crucified Christ and the crucified ones of 
our world. 
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PRAYER FOR THE INTERCESSION OF SAINT CHARLES 
 

Heavenly Father, you filled Saint Charles with your Holy Spirit. 
In love with Christ Crucified he spent his life 

in prayer at the foot of the Cross. 
From the Cross he went forth 

to bring Good News to the poor, 
healing to the sick and dying, 
forgiveness to the sinner. 

 
Look now on your people who cry to you. 

Through the intercession of Blessed Charles 
give us the graces we need. 

 
Heal our aches and pains, 
our hurts and wounds, 

our anxieties and bad memories. 
Free us from depressions, habits of sin, and all evil. 

Strengthen our faith, deepen our hope, and increase our love. 
 

We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. 
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A SHORT LIFE OF SAINT CHARLES OF MOUNT ARGUS 
 

 
Saint Charles was born John Andrew Houben on the 11th December 1821 in the village 
of Munstergeleen, Holland. He was the fourth of a family of eleven children born to 
Peter and Johanna Houben. The family background was simple and Catholic with 
prayers morning and evening and children taught the Rosary. They worked in a flour 
mill owned by their uncle.  
 
John Andrew's childhood was nothing exceptional. He was shy, quiet, pious, friendly 
and "always bright and cheerful in the family circle", according to his brother. Even 
though he found study difficult, he walked the two miles into secondary school in 
Sittard for ten years. He wanted to be a priest and served Mass and visited the Church 
every day.  
 
At nineteen, Andrew was enrolled for military service from 1840 to 1845 but only saw 
active service for three months. He was not an outstanding soldier. He spent too much 
time in Church! While in the army, he first heard of the Passionists and from that 
moment he decided to join them.  
 
On returning home he worked in the mill by day and continued to study but this time 
with greater ease. Troubles came, first with the death of his uncle, who had taken a 
special interest in the family and then in 1844 his mother died at 52 years of age. With 
his military service completed in 1845 Andrew, despite the initial reluctance of his 
father, joined the Passionists at Ere, near Tournai, Belguim. As a student he was 
remembered as cheerful and good-humoured and was ordained on Saturday December 
21st 1850 in Tournai. His father had died in August of that year and none of the family 
could make the journey for the celebrations.  
 
Saint Charles never saw Holland again. In February 1852, he was sent to England. Here 
Fr. Charles first came in contact with the Irish who were emigrating to England in the 
wake of the Famine. He was transferred to Ireland and on July 9th, 1857, he arrived in 
the newly-founded monastery of Mount Argus, in Harold's Cross, Dublin. Dublin had a 
population of less than a quarter of a million - many of whom were British soldiers. It 
was not a saintly place, with many official brothels, licensed public houses and 
shebeens. Murders were common and moral standards questionable. Religious 
knowledge was hopeless.  
 
Charles was not a good preacher. He never really mastered the language. But it was in 
the Confessional and in comforting the sick that he excelled. He was fond of the Irish. 
He called them "my people". He respected their struggle against oppression, he 
admired the way the Faith was preserved. But he wasn't blind to their faults. He soon 
became extraordinarily popular not only in Dublin but all over Ireland and collected 
money throughout the length and breadth of the country to pay for the new monastery 
of Mount Argus.  
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It was his gift of healing the sick which is most clearly remembered. As many as three 
hundred people a day came to be blessed by him. Fr. Sebastian Keens told of a boy of 
12 years old who lost the use of his leg and was brought to him. With no delay he 
called Fr. Charles and shortly afterwards found the boy walking up and down in front 
of the house completely cured.  
 
His fame spread and trouble came. Some medical doctors claimed, a claim which later 
they withdrew, that he discouraged people from going to the doctor. Then others took 
Holy Water blessed by Fr. Charles and began to sell it throughout Ireland. This was not 
Fr. Charles fault but he was transferred to England in 1866 and remained there for 
eight years.  
 
Saint Charles returned to Ireland on the 10th January 1874, Charles was once more 
among "his people" in Mount Argus. He remained there for the last nineteen years of 
his life. The daily pilgrimage of sick and distressed began almost immediately. He went 
out all over Dublin and into the country blessing people. He started on his fund-raising 
rounds again, but this time for the new Church at Mount Argus. John Patterson, 6 
years of age and blinded by flying stones was blessed by Fr. Charles. The first thing he 
saw was Fr. Charles with his arms outstretched and on the way home he saw a cow in 
the field.  
 
During the last years of his life he had many trials. He was also in failing health, was 
anxious about death. His family in Holland were dying. Old injuries returned to plague 
him. Towards the end of 1892, it was obvious that the life of Fr. Charles was coming to 
an end. He said his last Mass on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 1892. Word of 
his illness spread through the city, crowds gathered to enquire about him. Just after 
Christmas he couldn't eat, lost his sight and was like a living skeleton. At 5.30 in the 
morning of the 5th January 1893 he passed peacefully to his Maker.  
 
His body was brought to the Church and lay in state for five days. Despite heavy snow, 
thousands filed past his coffin with the police keeping order. Finally his remains were 
laid to rest in the cemetery beside Mount Argus Church. His grave became a place of 
pilgrimage where people came daily to pray. When in 1949 his remains were moved 
inside the Church the Shrine became the place of prayer.  
 
Today people come twice each day to be blessed with the Relic of Father Charles.  
 

 
 
 

Saint Charles of Mount Argus 
 

“He was sent to bring good news to the poor, 
to bind up hearts that are broken.” 

Isaiah 61:1 
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NEW PORTRAIT OF SAINT CHARLES OF MOUNT ARGUS 
 
 

On Tuesday April 3rd 2007 Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, D.D., Archbishop of Dublin 
unveiled and blest in Mount Argus the new official portrait of Blessed Charles in 
preparation for his canonisation on 3rd June 2007. 
 
The artist, James Hanley, RHA describes what he was attempting to do:- 
 
"The image of Blessed Charles I chose eventually, after much discussion with the 
Passionists, is one of the saint in mid-life. He is shown not as a naive youth nor in the 
failing of old age, but as a man at his peak, with a calm serenity. To make a clear 
simple new image of the Blessed Charles he is depicted without the characteristic 
biretta (which would have dated him specifically historically) and with simplified robes 
to focus all the attention on the Passionist sign worn on the breast. 
 
In the background appear both his birthplace, in Holland, and Mount Argus, in Dublin 
with which he is particularly associated. The lettering around closes the image, the 
circle echoes a halo, and the medal, the stamp and logo create a new image of a man 
for all times."  - James Hanley 
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INTERNET SITES 
 

The Passionists, St. Patrick’s Province 
Ireland, Scotland, France and South Africa 

http://homepage.eircom.net/~passionist/index.htm 
 

The Passionists, Mount Argus Community 
Dublin 

http://homepage.eircom.net/~mountargus/index.htm 
 

Mount Argus Parish Website 
Dublin 

http://www.mountargusparish.ie/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


