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FROM THE LETTERS OF ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS 
 
 
Arrival at Hospital of San Gallicano’s 1726 
 

Paul and John Baptist have arrived in Rome. There they will live and 
work at the new hospital Cardinal Corradini is establishing in Rome. Their 
service will continue the ministries Paul had been engaged in, namely 
teaching catechism, preparing people for the sacraments, and teaching 
them how to pray by remembering the Passion of Christ. It seems that 
the constitutions of the hospital included the possibility of Paul and John 
Baptist being ordained, something that Bishop Cavalieri had told Paul he 
should plan for. The seven letters to Tuccinardi that Paul wrote from 
Rome help explain Paul’s decisions at this time to be ordained and then 
later to return to Mount Argentario (Spencer, As a Seal Upon Your Heart, 
pp. 78ff). 

 
Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (2) 

Rome 
September 21, 1726 

 
Most Illustrious Reverend Father and Esteemed Patron, 
 

Behold, we arrived at Rome well, thanks to His Divine Majesty. We did not 
have to make another trip. God has arranged things differently. We are 
established in the hospital, which seems more in line with our agreement to be 
totally sacrificed to Divine Love. 

 
The opening has not taken place. In eight or ten days, the pope will 

consecrate the church, and then we all will come together with joy to embrace 
our dear Jesus in the persons of his poor ones. 
 
 
 
Prior to Ordination in 1727 
 

Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (5)45 
Rome 

March 15, 1727 
 

                                                
45. 

 Paul informs Tuccinardi that he and his brother will be ordained soon. They are not being ordained as priests of the diocese of Rome, but 
under the title of hospital service (letter to Pope Benedict XIII, February 4, 1728). 
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Most Illustrious Reverend Sir and Revered Patron, 
 

Last Saturday, March 8, a youth from Itri came with news of Your 
Reverence. I had already intended writing for the post that very day, but he 
told me that he will come in the evening to pick up my letter, which I had 
already written. But I did not have the good fortune to see him again. Hence, 
in the love of God I beg Your Reverence to excuse me because the next 
ordinary post was not until today. 

 
Rose is doing nicely and assures you with all humility that she continues as 

usual. She discusses the affairs of her soul with me. From the fruits it is clear 
that she is walking in the holy path of Crucified Love. I cannot tell you more 
because I am writing in haste. 

 
The superiors want us to be ordained priests, with permission from the 

Supreme Pontiff, and to continue in this habit and life as we are. We have 
already received tonsure and minor orders and will surely be promoted to two 
sacred orders, or at least one, this Lent. 

 
I do not have time to tell you at length the dispositions of Divine Providence 

in this event. I assure you that the belief that I am burdened with so many 
imperfections makes me fear lest, through my own fault, all will work to my 
greater punishment. For charity’s sake pray the Lord fervently to protect us in 
our great necessities. 

 
I have not yet had an opportunity to get the small phial, but when 

Catherine, Rose’s cousin, comes, I will send it to you. Indeed, I beg you to 
have the charity to let her know that Rose greets her and says, if she wants to 
come this Holy Saturday or Easter, come. However, if she wishes to wait until 
we say Mass, that will be Corpus Christi at the earliest. Let her decide freely. 

 
We humbly salute Canon Rosilli, to whom we are so obligated, and beg him 

to excuse us. As soon as possible we will give him a full report. Meanwhile, 
pray for us. We bow most humbly to you and kiss your sacred hands. 

Your Reverence’s most lowly and unworthy servant, 
Paul Francis 

 
After ordination to priesthood 1727 
 

Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (6) 
Rome 

June 11, 1727 
The most holy peace of Jesus, our Good, guard our hearts. 

Most Illustrious and Reverend Sir and My Revered Patron, 
 

First of all, I need to beg your forgiveness. I will not say for my 
forgetfulness, it was not that, but for my ingratitude. 

 
On Sunday we celebrated our first Mass. We were ordained priests by the 

Supreme Pontiff. Out of charity pray for us so that we may correspond with 
holiness of life for the many benefits the Lord has given us. 



 3 

 
Rose places herself humbly at your feet and affirms to you that she remains 

ever the same. Her journey in the way of the Lord seems to me to be good and 
without deceit. I judge this by the fruits which are very good. It would take too 
long of a letter to give you an account of everything. My duties prevent me 
from extending myself in writing. Being a priest obliges me to great things, 
and I must study in accord with what is possible for me. 

 
Let us see each other in the Heart of Jesus at the holy altar. I greet all in the 

Lord, especially the Most Reverend Basili and the sister in Christ of the House 
of Gensa, Anthony and all his house, and the Most Reverend Master Di Casa. 
Finally, wishing you every good, I leave you in the Lord as I kiss your sacred 
hands, as does my brother. Give me your blessing. 

 
The cleric Anthony is bringing you the small bottle which you were asking 

about. Once more, I beg your pardon. 
 
If possible, do not send letters by the post since I do not use it. 
Your Illustrious Reverence’s most humble, unworthy servant, 

Paul Francis 
 
 

Letter to their Mother on death of their father 1727 
 

Anna Massari Danei (1)46 
Rome 

August 18, 1727 
May Jesus Live! 

Our Dearest Mother, 
 

You should have no doubt that the notice we received of the death of our 
father caused us great sorrow, especially since we did not have a very clear 
account of it. But we soon adored the most Holy Will of God and prayed His 
Majesty to console you. Dear Mother, remain joyful since we hope for certain 
that he is in paradise. Make the whole family remain joyful. I am not writing to 
them because I will speak to them. Soon the two of us will leave here and 
come to assist them in their need. Today, when we received the letter, we 
went to seek permission. We will await to do this when it will be most 
expedient. In a short time we will depart. We hope that it will be at the 
beginning of September. Pray for us. We will say Mass tomorrow and other 
days for the soul of our deceased father. 

 
Your most loving servants, 

Paul Francis and John Baptist 
 

Letter asking to be excused from service at San Gallicano’s 1728 
34 

                                                
46. 

 Anna Massari, Paul’s mother, was the second wife of Luke Danei. Luke’s first wife was Maria De Grandis, who died childless in 1690, 
five years after being married. Anna Massari and Luke Danei were married in 1692. They had sixteen children; six survived into 
adulthood: Paul Francis, John Baptist, Joseph, Anthony, Teresa, and Catherine. 
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Pope Benedict XIII (1)47 
Rome 

February 4, 1728 
 

Most Holy Father, 
 

The two brother-hermits, Paul and John Baptist Danei, priests of the 
Hospital of Saints Mary and Gallicano, humble petitioners of Your Holiness, 
inform you that they lack the necessary courage to function, especially in 
drawing blood, as all the assistants are required to do for the complete care of 
the sick. This procedure is necessary for the cure of the sick in accord with the 
bull of Your Holiness. It has been decided to replace us with two assistants who 
are trained for such necessary procedures. Whereas the said brothers were 
ordained under title of the aforesaid hospital with a simple oath of 
perseverance, and are now obliged to withdraw without having at present any 
title, they ask Your Holiness to allow them to celebrate Mass for one year, 
hoping in that time that the Lord God will provide them with some benefice or 
patrimony. 
 
Letter explaining why Paul and John Baptist could not persist at the 
hospital 1728 

 
35 

Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (8)48 
Saint Anthony 

Portercole 
March 11, 1728 

May Jesus Live! 
Most Illustrious and Reverend Sir and Revered Patron, 
 

May Jesus always be the one object of our love. Amen. 
 
Up until now I have not been able to give you an account of our departure 

from Rome and from the hospital to Mount Argentario. So I resolved to do that 
now in a brief account as to how Divine Providence brought us here by very 
hidden ways. Many happy events have occurred since our return from 
Lombardy. Among these was my illness for most of the winter, while both of us 
had been sick almost all summer. The common opinion was that the air was 
not good for us. In fact, after we got here, I, for one, am feeling very well. 
Moreover, we found out that when they set out the rules for the hospital, they 
put down as one of the principal procedures for curing those having skin 
diseases the drawing of blood from the head. While this service is a very 
charitable one, we do not have the courage to offer it. In fact, we were never 
commissioned to perform this service. We were fully occupied in all the other 
                                                
47. 

 Paul writes to Pope Benedict XIII for the dispensation from the oath of perseverance and the concession to offer Mass for one year. This 
request was furthered by Cardinal Corradini and granted by a rescript, dated January 28, 1728. Chiari puts this letter under the date of 
February 4, but it seems that the letter would have been written before the date of the rescript. Pope Benedict XIII was pope from 1724 to 
1730 and ordained Paul and John Baptist to the priesthood on June 7, 1727. 

48. 
 Notice that Paul points out the regulation for blood-letting was put into the codes of the hospital while they were away. This seems to be 
something not demanded of them when they took the oath of perseverance. 
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offices of charity, especially in the spiritual aid of the sick, but not in this. So 
once we saw His Eminence the Cardinal Protector, who for the good running of 
the place and greater consistency in the community, had made it obligatory 
that everyone be employed in the blood-letting procedure and in other services 
of charity, which I leave out for brevity’s sake, and since we do not have a 
mind in accord with our mode of living to do so, they procured for us with all 
charity a brief from His Holiness so that we could withdraw into solitude and 
preserve our way of life. By the grace of God it turned out to be so. 

 
With regard to Rose, I referred her to a priest in Rome who is a good 

servant of God and experienced. I would have had him for my own spiritual 
director. This is as much as I can say. Out of charity pray for me that we 
always do the Will of God. May he be always praised. Amen. Do not bother 
yourself to reply since we do not use the post except for some particular need. 
May we see each other in Jesus Christ. 

 
Your Reverence’s humble and unworthy servant, 

Paul Francis Danei 
 

 
Early period at Monte Argentario 1728-29 
 
To: Rev. Erasmus Tuccinardi - Gaeta (9) 
                                                  St. Anthony's, 
                                                  October 19, 1728. 
 
 Live Jesus and Mary Most Holy! 
Illustrious and Reverend Sir in Christ, 
 
"Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Mercies and 
the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our tribulations." 
…..  …….. 
 
This is a very small Retreat, there are only two rooms and the church.  But the 
recollection and holy silence would keep us in peace even if we were a 
hundred.  God does not want for ways to provide rooms, etc.  We are not 
bothering to think about it,  and by the grace of God we live despoiled of 
everything, at least in desire.  May the holy will of God be always fulfilled.  
Pray for us.  In closing we pay you our humble reverence while kissing your 
sacred hands. 
 
 
To: Fr. Erasmus Tuccinardi (2) 
 
       St. Anthony's 
                                                            August 11, 1729. 
 
Most Illustrious Reverend Sir, 
 
You already know the course of our life.  Right now the arduous weight of 
hearing confessions presses down upon our weak shoulders until the end of 
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Lent, notwithstanding our dislike at the end after a brief reflection we had to 
give in.  I am the one who is most used, my brother does it rarely.  So too I 
have the burden by order of our superiors, to conduct catechism in Portercole. 
For this reason I have many occasions to engage in this sacred ministry in 
which I have the consolation to cooperate in the salvation of souls who are in 
love with the Good, and make more and more progress both in the exercise of 
holy prayer and the fruit which they draw from it by the practice of the holy 
virtues.  God be blessed forever.  See how much I need your prayers.  My poor 
spirit inclines me much toward solitude.  However, I remain here all through 
the week and go down only on Sunday.  Really I desire to exempt myself even 
from that.  May the most holy will of God be done.  I wish that were done with 
perfection by all.  Amen. 
 
My brother joins me in the above. 
 
                                          Who loves you in the Lord, 
                                          Your unworthy servant, 
                                          Paul Francis Daneo 
 
 
 
To: Rev. Erasmus Tuccinardi - Gaeta (13) 
 St. Anthony's 
                                                 November 29, 1730. 
 
The ship is in the sea without sails and without oars, but it is steered by the 
Great Pilot who will absolutely bring it into the port safely.  The ship is battered 
by storms and winds but this only makes the power and wisdom of the Great 
Pilot Jesus Christ shine forth.  May Jesus Christ live forever for he gives us the 
strength to suffer every hardship for love of him.  The works of God are always 
under attack so that the Divine Magnificence may shine out.  When everything 
crashes to the earth is when they can be seen to rise to the heights.  "The Lord 
slays and brings to life, bring them to Sheol and back again. 
 
 
Permission to engage in Missions 1731 
 

50 
Pope Clement XII (1)59 

Saint Anthony 
February 23, 173160 

 
Your Holiness, 

Paul Francis and John Baptist Danei, priests and brothers, and another 
brother who is a cleric, most humble petitioners of Your Holiness, prostrate at 
your sacred feet, wish to explain that they were promoted to the priesthood by 

                                                
59. 

 Pope Clement XII served as pope from 1730 to 1740. 

60. 
 This is the date on which the request was granted. Paul’s letter to the Pope is not dated and was written earlier. 
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Benedict XIII of holy memory with the title of service to the sick in the Hospital 
of San Gallicano in Rome. But, whereas this title does not allow engaging in 
holy missions, which we are now exercising in the diocese of Sovana, and more 
particularly in the region of Mount Argentario, where they are living together in 
the hermitage of Saint Anthony, as is clear from the accompanying letter from 
the bishop of Sovana, humbly ask Your Holiness to grant them a brief under 
title of the mission and include the brother who is a cleric. 

 
 

Getting permission to build the First Retreat 1731 
 

52 
Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (1)62 

Saint Anthony 
July 19, 1731 

 
Most Eminent and Reverend Signore and Revered Patron, 
 

The Divine Providence of the Most High God brings it about that the whole 
population of Orbetello is eager to build a Retreat, along with a church, 
dedicated to the Presentation of Mary Most Holy, on the property of Saint 
Anthony and under the jurisdiction of Your Eminence, as Your Eminence will 
see in the petition which the Commune sends you. Since the place where we 
now are has only two narrow cells, along with a small church, it cannot give 
lodging to us and anyone moved by God to withdraw from everything, not 
even those who would make a retreat. There is no way open to build a larger 
edifice on account of the poverty of the Commune of Portercole, despite their 
desire to do well by us. That Commune finds itself unable to accomplish its 
pious wishes, a fact known to us by our having tried, since it is about ten 
years, with interruptions, that we have withdrawn to this mountain. The 
exceptions were the short time we worked in Gaeta, called there by Bishop 
Pignatelli, bishop of that town, and another short time where Divine Goodness 
had us at the Hospital of San Gallicano. You can inform yourself about this 
from His Eminence Cardinal Corradini and Bishop Crescenzi. 

 
Wherefore, prostrate at the feet of Your Eminence, we offer ourselves as 

your most unworthy servants and subjects, and ask whether Your Eminence 
believes he could succeed for the greater glory of God and the good of souls to 
take under his paternal care and be willing to pursue the matter so that the 
petition be granted by the Sacred Congregation. Your Eminence will see the 
same petition made by the Commune. From the orders of Your Eminence we 
will come to know the most Holy Will of God, and any outcome whatsoever will 
be sovereignly dear to us as sent by the Good Pleasure of the Most High. May 
God be ever blessed. In the meanwhile, we recommend ourselves to your 
prayers and kiss your sacred purple, asking your blessing. 

 
Your Eminence’s most unworthy priests, 

                                                
62. 

 This is the first letter to Cardinal Altieri. Holding the office of ecclesiastical superior of the Tre Fontane Abbey (Trappist) in Rome, he 
had jurisdiction over Orbetello, including some of the property on which Paul was planning to build his first Retreat. Paul had many 
difficulties with the cardinal during the following years. 
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Paul Francis Danei and Companions 
 
53 

The Councilors of Orbetello 
— 

1731 
 

Most Illustrious Sirs, 
 

Paul Danei, most unworthy priest, along with his companions, who for about 
nine years have been living a penitential life in this part of Mount Argentario, 
humbly inform you that they have taken residence in that section under the 
jurisdiction of Portercole. They have given timely assistance to the spiritual 
needs of souls there and at San Stefano, and are engaged at this time with 
sacred missions in the diocese of Sovana, as everyone knows. As a result they 
have received, and are receiving, their temporal support from the citizens and 
inhabitants of this town, who are now inspired by God and are disposed to 
establish a Retreat on the property of Saint Anthony for the greater service of 
His Divine Majesty and the spiritual benefit of the people. This property is 
under the jurisdiction of the Commune of Orbetello. 

 
However, since the property belongs to the priory benefice of the Collegiate 

Church, we humbly ask for the kindliness and zeal of the Illustrious Councilors 
to find apt means to obtain this property by assigning fitting recompense for 
the exchange. Trusting in your charity, we bind ourselves to assist, as far as 
we can, with our feeble strength, and to pray His Divine Majesty to bless you 
and keep you free of all evil. 

 
 

Pleading for the right to reserve the Blessed Sacrament at 
presentation Retreat 1937 
 
{CCXVII} (L. I, 359-361) 
                                           To:  Cardinal Altieri (3) 
                                           St. Anthony's, 
                                           Feast of Corpus Christi, 1737. 
 J.M.J. 
Most Eminent and Reverend Cardinal, 
 
The two poor brothers Paul and John Baptist Danei, least servants of your 
Eminence,(chosen by Divine Providence, who governs all things, to build a 
Church and small monastery as a retreat on this mountain)   now both are 
complete, prostrate themselves at your feet and with all earnestness beg and 
pray that by the merits of our Savior Jesus and by the Sorrows of Mary Most 
Holy, and by the blood shed by all the martyrs for the holy faith and the 
Catholic religion ask once more that Your Eminence confirm the permission 
given to bless the Church and provide for reservation of the Most Holy 
Sacrament and grant  permission to enter the Retreat, that was built with so 
much labor that they might be able to celebrate the Holy Mysteries and sing 
the praises of God day and night, give themselves to prayer and work at their 
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studies, enable themselves to better serve their poor neighbors, especially in 
these depressed and abandoned salt marshes. 
 
Not only the two Danei Brothers but in addition, three priests and four lay 
brothers as companions humbly prostrate before Your Eminence make the 
same petition and pray Your Eminence to have compassion on them.  At 
present they stay in a poor hovel that is so small and miserable that it moves 
to pity when they see how many we are who live in it. It is true that our four 
lay brothers sleep in a poor cabin and because of the restricted space now that 
the  hot days are coming on, we are molested by an army of fleas and other 
nastiness and there is no escape.  
 
If it seems insufficient to your Eminence that we have obtained ample royal 
assent (as His Excellency Count Garmi, General of the Army of the Kingdom of 
Naples has written me) along with the consent of the General Council of the 
People of Orbetello which has been confirmed twice by of Prior Bausani, and all 
we have been able to do to humbly obey the requests of Your Eminence; if all 
this seems insufficient to your Eminence, seeing the presence of opponents to 
this work of God (as has been conveyed to me by persons worthy of belief who 
have worked for the realization of this work for the pure glory of God) who 
raise difficulties for Your Eminence, then it will be time to disperse our 
company, and we will wait patiently waiting on that God, who would not have 
permitted these impediments if he did not know and will by these very means 
to draw a greater good for his glory and the benefit of his people. 
 
To make sure we are not wanting in any way  on our part, we would add that 
we are satisfied (if all the difficulty with the exchange continues) that the 
exchange not be made, provided that Your Eminence were to give permission 
to bless the Church as above, and allow us the Blessed Sacrament.  For it is 
not reasonable that nine religious be deprived of this Infinite Sacramental Love 
in the light of all developments that may occur.  We would further ask you to 
approve our entry into the poor dwelling that we have raised by God's help and 
that of benefactors.  This building is built on Royal Territory and the King 
himself has give us 100 doubloons to help with the building.  So there can be 
no doubt whatever regarding his consent, this was granted most amply by the 
king, as you well know and as you were fully informed by us. 
 
We have walked in simplicity of heart from the beginning when the first stone 
was laid, and this was done with permission of the Pro-Vicar of Your Eminence, 
who at that time was Prior Bausani.  Several requests were made for approval 
of the exchange, and the answer was that everything was in order, from the 
time we had the hundred doubloons from the King of Naples.  Search was 
made for the text of the document obtained a few years back, the document 
sent at the very beginning to Your Eminence, and since the search was 
unsuccessful, we appealed to Marshall Garmi at that time General of the Forts 
to try to dispatch this business.  The answer from him was that everything had 
been done, but he, like ourselves (I want to believe with good intentions of the 
one who told us) was mistaken.  God be blessed. 
 
Now, then, we have come to an end, there are always more difficulties, when 
one is overcome we see another raise its head, so it would seem that this 
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business will never end.  Therefore, we are all the more placing our confidence 
in God who knows our intentions and that we are seeking only his glory and 
the good of these souls who are so needy and neglected and we are leaving 
everything in the compassionate arms of Your Eminence that you may receive 
us as your servants and sons and help us so that we may pursue that 
perfection to which God has so lovingly called us,  assuring you that will never, 
never cease to supplicate the Divine Goodness for Your Eminence, so that His 
Divine Majesty will ever increase your heavenly gifts and you will have the 
consolation and the great merit to have cooperated in the eternal salvation of 
so many souls, and more especially of those the Divine Goodness entrusted to 
you.  We end by making our profound reverence and kissing the hem of your 
purple robe. 
 
  
Seeking formal approval of the Passionist Rule 1738 
 

172 
Agnes Grazi (60) 

Rome 
January 17, 1738 

J.M.J. 
Live the Holy Cross. 

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus, 
 

Behold me in Rome attached to the cross of my beloved Jesus. I already see 
not a little trouble, but I am confident God will overcome everything. This next 
week I hope the Constitutions will be presented to the Sacred Congregation. 
That demands redoubled prayers. He who has seen them came away edified. I 
do not know what the outcome will be, but I hope for the best, and I do not 
anticipate anything else except to grasp the cross in a strong and close 
embrace. 
 
 
Asking for permission to continue to preach missions 1738 
 

173 
Pope Clement XII (3) 

— 
January 22, 1738125 

 
Most Holy Father, 
 

Paul and John Baptist, Danei brothers, priests of the diocese of Alessandria 
della Paglia, Province of Milan, living in the Retreat of the Presentation of Mary 
Most Holy on Mount Argentario, humble servants and petitioners of Your 
Holiness, prostrate at your most holy feet, declare that whereas they were 
ordained to the priesthood with title of service to the sick by Benedict XIII of 
holy memory and not being able to continue in their service to the sick 
                                                

125. 
 Paul requests the title of missionary for all of Italy and the right to impart the apostolic blessing with a plenary indulgence. January 22, 
1738, is the date on which this request was granted. The letter was probably written earlier in January. 
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because of their indispositions were granted a change of title by the special 
permission of Your Holiness to that of holy missions, which they now exercise 
in dioceses to which they are called. They, therefore, ask the extreme kindness 
of Your Holiness to grant them the faculty to continue giving missions within 
Italy with the consent of the Ordinaries. And to bring greater profit to souls, 
they ask that Your Holiness give them, in addition, the faculty of bestowing the 
apostolic blessing and the plenary indulgence to the missionary priests as well 
as to all the faithful of both sexes who, being truly penitent and having 
confessed their sins, have gone to Communion on one day during the mission. 
 
 

175 
Marchioness Donna  Marianna Della Scala Del Pozzo (13)127 

Presentation 
February 11, 1738 

J.M.J. 
Illustrious Lady and Devoted Patroness, 
 

It was with joy of spirit that I received your letter, dated December 3. 
Accordingly, I thank the Sovereign Good for the mercies he continues toward 
your soul and the grace imparted to your daughters by the Divine Goodness 
with the call to the religious life. This gives me reason to rejoice much in God, 
all the more for your spirit will be the freer and have more time to treat one-
on-one with the sweet Savior in holy prayer. 

 
I would gladly conduct a mission there on your estate, but in addition to the 

things that I am required to do here, at least for the rest of this year, I could 
not come that distance for one small estate. I would need to have a campaign 
of two or three months. Enough! Who knows? If God will open the way, I am 
willing. All the more so since just now, while I was in Rome, I obtained an 
apostolic indult to give missions in Italy. This gives me reason to have the 
bishop grant me permission to conduct missions throughout the diocese and 
even for the other nearby dioceses of Acqui or Tortona. This is a project for the 
Marquis; and I would hope he would succeed with much fruit in this, for things 
are quite different than at first, etc. In case he should succeed, let me know 
months before so that I do not engage myself in other work. Right now I am to 
give a mission in the diocese of Citta delle Pieve, close to Perugia. I do not 
know if I will finish this in two campaigns. Pray much for most needy me, and 
be certain I never lose sight of your soul or that of the Marquis and all your 
house. You are always in my prayers. I end by leaving you in the sweet Side of 
Jesus, where I declare I am always, 

 
Your unworthy servant, 

Paul Francis Danei, Apostolic Missionary 
 
 

                                                
127. 

 The marchioness evidently asked Paul to preach a mission to her laborers on her estate. Paul pointed out to her what would be necessary 
for him if he returned to Lombardy to preach missions. He would have wanted to return there, but too many things tied him down at this 
time. In 1743 he did give a mission in the archdiocese of Genoa, but encountered difficulties with the civil authorities. There are no 
further references about preaching in the north nor of visiting there. 
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Indications of the early mission style 1738 
 

182 
Father Ottavio Spezi 

Citta delle Pieve 
April 11, 1738 

J.M.J. 
The grace of the Holy Spirit be always with you. Amen. 

 
Most Reverend Prior and Reverend Patron, 
 

Tomorrow evening about 22 hours, or when it is best for the people, the 
holy mission will enter this house, mandated by the zealous pastor of this 
diocese, but even more by the Supreme Pastor of souls, Jesus Christ. People 
from Old Mongiovino and Colle di San Paolo may join us. 

 
Therefore, I request Your Reverence to inform the people so that they may 

be ready to profit from this great treasure. The entry of the mission takes 
place as follows: 

 
With the ringing of the bells the clergy and people assemble, the first cleric 

or first pastor takes the crucifix. I presume that will be your function. 
 
The procession proceeds in this order. The pastor goes ahead with the 

crucifix, followed by the clergy, who chant, “You have blessed the earth, O 
Lord,” and the people answer, “May He be praised forever,” and so on. Behind 
the clergy the men should file in with good order, and behind everyone else 
the women. This is our practice for this service. When we come to the head of 
the place where there is room, the people are to be stationed in this way: the 
women on one side, the men on the other, and the clergy between them. The 
missionary will then deliver a discourse. When that is over, he will take the 
crucifix from the pastor and intone, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,” and 
lead the procession into the church in the same order as before. The first 
discourse will then follow. 

 
This is all I need to tell you with regard to this ceremony. We will take up 

further details step by step. Meanwhile, I recommend myself to your holy 
prayers, and with all respect I declare myself sincerely, as I finish in haste, 

 
Your humble, unworthy, obligated servant, 
 

Paul Danei, Apostolic Missionary 
 
Above all else, I ask you to make the announcement to all the parishes 

mentioned. 
 
A letter which indicates Paul’s hopes in Rome (a polite baroque letter saying I 
am not able to help you out ) 1740 
 

Representatives of Cellere 
Presentation 
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December 28, 1740 
J.M.J. 

Most Illustrious and Magnificent Gentlemen, 
 

On my return to the Retreat on the day before the Vigil of Christmas, I 
found the excellent and prestigious letter of your most illustrious gentlemen, 
which has left me very edified over the holy zeal which you manifest for your 
revered public, for whose improvement I would willingly contribute my poor 
and useless labors, if the inscrutable, sweetest Providence of the Most High 
had not prevented this project that I have had for some time. And now I have 
the lot of informing you that I am willing to serve you in testimony of the 
reverent affection in which I hold you and which I will always continue. 

 
Our cause has been well started in Rome for the establishment of a work 

which should give great glory to God and profit to all our neighbors, granting 
that my grave sins do not impede it. A brief should be issued soon, and that 
necessitates my being in the Retreat to deal personally with many important 
details for the great advantage of souls and for future consequences. 

 
Whereas God wills to make use of this useless, evil creature, I must bow my 

head and go along with the adorable designs of his Divine Will, which so 
disposes things. 

 
If, all of a sudden, I find myself free, I will not fail at the next carnival time 

to be of service to you. However, I am going to Farnese after the Epiphany to 
serve a convent by order of our Eminent Cardinal Protector, who lodged me in 
Rome with rare charity in his own home and has asked me to undertake this 
task. When that is over, I will return to the Retreat immediately for the affairs 
I mentioned. If, when I am in Farnese, I am informed of delays in the 
proceedings in Rome, I will undertake to be of service to you at that time. 

 
I am honored to sign myself, confident in the piety of your illustrious 

persons, who know the good will that I continue to have to obey you. I offer 
you my deep reverence, and with respect I again affirm myself to be, 

Your obligated, humble servant in the Lord, 
 

Paul of the Cross, Unworthy Missionary 
 
 

266 
Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (2) 

Farnese 
January 10, 1741 

J.M.J. 
Illustrious and Reverend Patron, 
 

I thank the infinite tenderness of our Sovereign Good God, that with such 
mercy he wishes to maintain the concerned heart of Your Reverence to be 
always more eager to meet our needs and to cooperate with so much zeal for 
the establishment of our Congregation so that in the near future it will be able 
to enroll fervent soldiers under the holy sign of the Holy Passion of Jesus 
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Christ, so as to promote in all hearts the devout memory thereof and become 
strengthened by divine grace like a wall for the House of Israel in order to be a 
barrier against the immensity of evils that threaten to inundate the world. 

 
You have certainly taught me that the most efficacious means to 

exterminate vice and plant true piety is meditation on the bitter pains of our 
Divine Savior. Since the greater part of the faithful live in forgetfulness of how 
much our Divine Savior did and suffered, they drowse in a horrible swamp of 
iniquity. It is in order to arouse them from this detestable lethargy that zealous 
workers, truly poor in spirit and detached from all that is created, with the 
trumpet of the divine word and by meditating on the Passion of Jesus Christ, 
may reawaken these poor sinners, who are seated in darkness and the shadow 
of death, so that God may be glorified in the number of souls converted and in 
many others who will give themselves to the practice of holy prayer and, 
thereby, to a holy life. 

 
Ah! do not relax in your zeal, my friend. Pardon me if my poor heart speaks 

so ardently, for it is moved by a burning desire that our Sovereign Good be no 
longer offended, although I am an ingrate and traitor who has offended 
greatly. So urge the Eminent Cardinals who are the Protectors of this holy 
work to take care that our affair be quickly presented to the Holy Father, who 
has shown such care for this work, which is concerned with promoting in the 
hearts of all devotion to the Holy Passion of Jesus, our true Life. In all 
confidence I can inform you that when I received the longed-for news of his 
election as Sovereign Pontiff,165 although I had never known him as cardinal, I 
felt in my heart an extraordinary movement, never before experienced at such 
an event, as well as other effects which aroused in me a lively hope that he 
would be the holy and zealous shepherd who would provide for the piety so 
much forgotten in Christendom. For that reason my spirit broke out in 
affections of praise and thanksgiving to the Highest for the mercy shown his 
people. 

 
I am writing my unworthy letter in haste, just as soon as I received your 

esteemed letter, for I am occupied in giving a retreat at this convent. I give 
thanks to the mercy of God that we will have the chance to serve you in our 
poor Retreat of the Presentation of Mary Most Holy for as long a time as will 
please you — and to us it will seem always too short — and be able to edify 
ourselves and profit from your holy example. With regard to that soul you tell 
about, I submit all to your prudent disposition. Meanwhile, I offer you my 
profound reverence and thank you for your indefatigable zeal, with which you 
assist our project, and ask always more for your holy prayers and sacrifices, 
and constantly reaffirm that I am, 

 
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord, 

Paul of the Cross 
 

If you wish to honor me with your worthy commands, I will be here until 
January 18, and then I will return to the Retreat, not having any further 

                                                
165. 

 Pope Benedict XIV. 
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missions, for I am waiting the request and for Cardinal Corradini. I have 
written to him in this post. He informs me that he will have sent it by the 
middle of this month. I have also written to Cardinal Rezzonico. 

 
Once more, if my eagerness is not overdone, I recommend to your piety the 

holy sign of our salvation, asking that we may have the good fortune to wear it 
outside and, even more, within our hearts to the confusion of hell. In case you 
do not write me here, please address: Viterbo for Orbetello at the Retreat … 

 
 

274 
Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (4)168 

Orbetello 
May 18, 1741 

 J.M.J. 
Illustrious and Reverend Patron, 
 

 Let every spirit praise the Lord! And let all creatures magnify the infinite 
mercies of that great God, who not allowing himself to be overcome by my 
malice, has deigned to bring to a conclusion this work, entirely his, using with 
a secret, sweet disposition the care, diligence, and charitable labors of your 
person and that of the Eminent Protectors, for all of whom the Great Giver of 
every good gift has prepared riches of inestimable merit for time and eternity 
because of the many souls, I hope, that will be saved through this means. 

 
Oh, how sweet is our most amiable Savior! How sweet his divine spirit! Oh, 

how lovable his goodness! After the storm he gives us calm; after the clouds, a 
clear sky. May his Name be praised forever. The gratitude with which this least 
Congregation will continue perpetually toward your person I do not know how 
to express with my pen, nor can I do so. We will pour forth our hearts as much 
as possible before the Most High at the holy altar and in all our most unworthy 
prayers in order to keep in memory with a charity unfeigned a great benefactor 
who has brought about so much good for us. 

We are waiting by the moment our knight, and I am hoping, please God, 
that he also is bringing the right to reserve the Holy Sacrament, for I know by 
experience that His Eminence Cardinal Altieri was slow to concede this. 

 
And would that we were able to have our sacramental Love with us when we 

make our holy retreat in preparation for the renewal of our simple vows and to 
do what has not been done, especially to ready ourselves to be signed with 
that holy sign of salvation, which will indicate to all peoples that we are set 
apart to preach the bitter sufferings of our Jesus and to promote in all hearts 
true devotion to these sufferings, a means very efficacious to blot out the 
many evils that flood over the poor Catholic world. Such evils force the God of 
Majesty to send fearful punishment on this world. I assure Your Reverence that 
we will not cease to pray in supplication to the Most High to be appeased, but I 
fear and tremble because the world is so wicked that, unless God visits it with 
a scourge, in my opinion, it will not amend. Experience allows me to discern 

                                                
168. 

 Garagni had much to do with achieving this papal approval so Paul responds to him at once. 
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this myself. I cry out, nevertheless: “Correct us in mercy, lest you be angry 
and reduce us to nothing.” 

 
If ever we have the good fortune to serve Your Reverence in this Retreat, 

that will make our consolation overflow. We assure you that you are 
completely the patron of this Retreat and of us, your unworthy servants. If the 
mercy of God were to inspire you to cooperate once more by sending us a 
candidate, I ask you to think how much the Sovereign Good would be glorified. 
To him be honor and glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
I come to an end, finally, and with all our religious I pay you our profound 

reverence and ask you to continue your holy prayers and strong protection for 
us, and without fail I reconfirm myself to be, 

 
Your obligated, unworthy servant in the Lord, 

Paul of the Cross 
 

The Rule is approved again by Pope Benedict XIV, and the Blessed 
Sacrament is finally reserved in the Chapel at Presentation Retreat 
1741 
 

278 
Canon Blaise  Pieri (1)172 

Presentation 
June 8, 1741 

J.M.J. 
Most Reverend Father, 
 

This evening after dinner, I received your welcome letter, and I am replying 
to it during the time of silence since all the members are in their cells for sleep 
before rising for Matins 

 
Oh, how sweet is the sweet spirit of our Jesus! Oh, how great, how 

immense, is his love. How infinite his charity! He brings calm after the storm; 
and after clouds, the clear sky. May his Name be blessed forever. Amen. 
Amen. 

 
I had already determined to give you an entire account of all that the 

admirable Divine Providence of the Most High has worked, as seen by my puny 
and darkened intelligence, for this work has been guided by God in a way 
incomprehensible to me. You should know that the holy Rules and 
Constitutions have not been changed in what touches their essentials; there 
were some small and insignificant things removed, which do not merit notice. 
But with time I strongly believe that God will make his will known for these 
things as well. 

 

                                                
172. 

 Canon Pieri of Vetralla was deeply impressed by Paul and requested him to give a retreat to the Carmelite nuns there. Thus Paul became 
acquainted with the nuns, especially Sister Colomba, as well as the clergy and laity. After a very successful mission at Vetralla in April 
1742, Paul was able to make the second foundation there, the Retreat of San Angelo. This letter shows how close Paul was to Canon Pieri 
and Paul’s high esteem of Sister Colomba. 
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The Congregation is established with the title of Least Discalced Clerics 
Regular of the Cross and Passion of Jesus Christ our Savior. A tunic is worn, as 
you are aware, with mantle to the knee. We are granted the great sign of 
salvation, terrible to all hell, consisting of a white cross planted on a heart and 
formed with white outline. Within it there is written the noble name of Jesus 
with the title of his Passion in white letters. A fourth vow is taken to promote 
devotion to the Passion, as you are aware. There is a perpetual fast, very 
discreet in practice. Outside the Retreat I told you we eat whatever is 
provided. There are three hours of prayer: at midnight after Matins, after 
Prime, and after Compline. All the hours of the Divine Office are spread out 
through the day. There is time given for recreation. We sleep as you saw. To 
sum up, nothing was touched. His Holiness has limited us to one House in a 
diocese, as was in the Rules. And I hope to inform you soon of the 
establishment of a second House on the island of Elba, where I am going next 
week. 

 
His Holiness has sent us a most worthy candidate who was vicar general of 

the Grand Priory of Barletta, a priest and religious of the Jerusalemite Order, 
whom he dispensed willingly to allow him to pass to our least Congregation. He 
is very pious and learned, and he has published. He is in good health and has a 
good complexion and is about your age or mine. He is able to give missions 
and has done so. 

 
The favor of approval was carried here by him, and on Thursday, a day 

consecrated to the great Solemnity of Corpus Christi, our infinite sacramental 
Love was placed in the tabernacle of the church. Those assembled here have 
found it a paradise of spiritual consolation to reflect that after so many years, 
our loving Shepherd, Father and Master, has come to stay day and night with 
his least sheep, poor sons and ignorant disciples. Oh, how much I would like to 
say! Silence is imposed on me in order not to increase your suffering. Ah, dear 
and esteemed Father in Jesus Christ, do not cease to offer great thanks to the 
Infinite Love, and beg him to quickly increase these Least Discalced Clerics 
Regular of the Passion so they may imprint on the hearts of all … 
 
 
Time of the Mendicant opposition 1748-50 
 

Members of the General Council of Terracina 
Presentation 

March 20, 1748 
May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be always in our hearts. Amen. 
Illustrious Gentlemen, 
 

I have placed in the holy Side of Jesus the consolation and great edification 
that the esteemed letter from all of you illustrious gentlemen gave me. In that 
letter I read the great zeal you are using to found in the neighborhood of your 
illustrious city a holy Retreat of our poor Congregation of the Discalced Clerics 
of the Passion of Jesus Christ. This is a work worthy of your great piety and 
very pleasing to the Lord. From it will come copious spiritual fruits not only for 
your city, but also for the people near and far. Thanks then to the Sovereign 
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Giver of every gift, who with so much kindness disposes the forwarding of a 
work so much for his glory. 

 
I assure you I would very willingly come there now to cooperate in person, 

even though I am so weak and incapable, and much more to pay you my 
tribute of gratitude, without limit or measure, with my living voice, along with 
my respectful service, which from this moment I dedicate to all with profound 
respect and promise it forever, if I were not impeded by many grave duties in 
the service of God, which I cannot in any way interrupt. But as soon as I can, I 
will not fail to fulfill this small part of my clear obligation. 

 
I cannot doubt that His Divine Majesty will bless this holy work with a 

bountiful hand, the more so because your bishop and holy pastor is 
cooperating with an incomparable zeal by adding his abundant alms. Oh, how 
good is our God! Oh, how faithfully we are obliged to serve him! Oh, how many 
souls will escape the hands of the cursed demon by means of this holy work! 
For this reason you illustrious gentlemen can consider how much you merit in 
the sight of God for having lent such strong support. I declare that I will live 
always grateful to you in my poor prayers and those of the whole 
Congregation. 

 
I am writing in great haste, as I am already leaving for the foundation of the 

Retreat at Toscanella and have no more time, so please pardon my errors. 
Meanwhile, I end by leaving you in the holy Side of Jesus, where with fullness 
of esteem and profound respect I declare myself to be always, 

Your unworthy, obligated servant, 
 

Paul of the Cross, Discalced Cleric of the Passion of Jesus Christ 
 

 
527 

Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (1)26 
 Presentation 

March 20, 1748 
 

To my great edification and consolation, last night I read your venerated 
letter, in which I learn of the blessing with which the Mercy of God assists our 
holy work. I rejoice much in Jesus Christ that His Divine Majesty has chosen 
you as his great instrument for his glory in order to enrich you with always 
more merits and make you a saint. “Blessed be God, who works his mercy for 
us.” 

 
In addition, the General Council of this illustrious community has informed 

me that it favors this holy work. Although I am leaving in a few hours for the 
founding of the Retreat at Toscanella, I am replying to them after the midnight 
office of Matins.27 

                                                
26. 

 Bishop of Terracina 

27. 
 Matins was part of the Divine Office during Paul’s time: Matins, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers, Compline. 
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At this time I do not have nearby a religious skilled in church buildings. The 

priest whom I would choose must now assist at Toscanella. The scarcity of 
members in this newly born Congregation keeps me from doing more. 
Otherwise, I would send him at your command. If I could, I would come 
myself. But presently I am overloaded with very necessary business. 

 
Your Excellency should know that a building for us needs little. The cells 

should be ten or eleven palms, according to the Rules, and there must be the 
necessary offices: refectory, kitchen, dispensary, etc., which are beneath the 
cells, and above, the corridors about six palms or a bit more, but small. One 
window in the cell is sufficient; if there is, in addition, a small corridor, it would 
service retreatants, especially clerics when they come for a retreat. Above all, 
a good choir is necessary for night and day, and it should not be humid; but a 
single choir is sufficient. 

 
Last night I looked and looked again to see if I could find a plan for a 

Retreat, but it was not possible. But I know they exist. I will ask Father Rector 
to look further and send one to me in case he finds it, as I expect he will. The 
one at hand is not serviceable for this Retreat. We did not use it ourselves. 

 
I am writing with great haste and assure you that our entire Congregation 

holds hands raised to the Most High, praying His Sovereign Divine Majesty to 
make you always more holy. In a few hours I will be at the holy altar and will 
not forget to place your pious heart in the holy Side of Jesus Christ, along with 
the holy alms that you have given with such liberality for this holy work. 
Believe me, that even if I am unworthy to be heard, I still cannot ever omit to 
do that in testimony of the outstanding obligations I have toward you. So I beg 
your goodness to place my poor soul, which is so needy, among the number of 
your servants and spiritual sons so I may have some part in your holy personal 
prayers. I seek, moreover, your holy pastoral blessing. With profound 
reverence I affirm I am and will be always, 

Your humble, obligated servant in the Lord, 
 

Paul of the Cross, Discalced Cleric of the Passion 
 

530 
Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (30)31 

San Angelo 
April 12, 1748 

J.M.J. 
Dear Beloved Father Rector, 
 
I am writing on Good Friday, and with trust in the holy death of Christ Jesus, I 
ask you to return one or two habits of those you will mail, for here there are 
none. For two or three years I have not had a habit for summer, and I am 
going to Viterbo to give a mission the Monday of the Second Sunday of Easter 

                                                
31. 

 This letter is informative on various matters, such as wearing a winter and summer habit, questing, having a priest capable of hearing 
confessions, petitions being sent to the pope by the Mendicants against the Congregation, three missionaries beginning a two-week 
mission at Viterbo on the Sunday after Easter, taking the baths in the summer, etc. 
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with this heavy habit. Since I do not have the other one, which they gave me 
as an alms in the Retreat of Soriano, I will be wearing the heavy one all 
summer, if I live — and concerning that: “Augustine has doubts.” I will be 
sending two undershirts back. ….. ….. 
 

The affairs of the Congregation are going well for the religious, for they are 
great servants of God, but the uproar over the Retreats at Ceccano, Terracina, 
and Vico is great. There are petitions in Rome to the pope, the Sacred 
Congregation, etc., pains, etc.40  

 
Nevertheless, God will have us win out. On ordination we have nothing.41 I 

hope to go to Rome in May, and I trust in God to work his Will, but not through 
the ordinary channel. 

 
 

532 
Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (32) 

Soriano 
May 18, 1748 

J.M.J. 
I am writing in haste because right now I am recovering from a quartan 

fever relapse the very night I closed the mission in Viterbo, which was greatly 
blessed by God. I am happy that the good Piedmontese have arrived. Abbe 
Fresia tells me he has twenty-five scudi for their vestition. I have no news of 
the vestition payment for the subdeacon from Graffagnano. I wrote about this 
in today’s post to Signore Fresia so that… You need to let me know about the 
cloth which is needed for the winter so that I may write in time. For an entire 
year I have written to everyone that we could not receive postulants. The 
Congregation is swamped in the midst of great persecutions. A petition 
containing infinite calumnies has been presented to the pope. In substance we 
are treated worse than Luther, Mohammed, and Calvin. The pope has 
consulted a bishop benevolent to us for information and opinion. He is arming 
himself to respond to this horrible petition, compiled by a well-reformed 
Congregation, and for this the pope is asking assistance — it is the Capuchins, 
that is, one of their monasteries. I say this to your heart and not to others. I 
have no merit in this, for my vile nature does not fight back. I even feel a 
tender love toward them.53 

 
542 

Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (34) 

                                                
40. 

 The Retreat of Ceccano was founded on January 14, 1748; Terracina was under construction by the bishop; Vico was another proposal. 
The Mendicant Friars, opposing the expansion of the Passionists, had recourse to the norms of Clement VII and Gregory XV. According 
to these norms, in order for one foundation of Mendicants to be begun, a distance of over four miles must be maintained from the nearest 
monastery of another order of Mendicants and with the certainty that the population was able to support another new community 
composed of at least twelve religious (Giorgini, History, pp. 135-141). 

41. 
 This was the permission of the Holy See that empowered the Congregation to ordain clerical candidates to the priesthood. Paul says that 
he wants to try again when he goes to Rome “but not through the ordinary channels,” which is perhaps a reference to Cardinal Albani. 

53. 
 There was a large opposition organized by the Mendicant Orders against the Congregation, which affected the foundations to the south 
of Rome. Paul speaks to Fulgentius about this in the letter of April 12, 1748. 
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San Angelo 
June 26, 1748 

J.M.J. 
 
Paul of the Cross, General Superior 
 
Yesterday afternoon, in the pack of letters from the mail, I had a letter from 

our Father Thomas M., a true Israelite.66 Enclosed I received a copy of the 
formal citation to the Sacred Congregation, formulated against us by all the 
Frati of this vast province, bringing together all the monasteries of the cities 
and regions, Franciscans, Capuchins, Discalced Augustinians, a whole army 
against a poor little flock of those at Ceccano, Terracina, Vico, and elsewhere, 
that is, all the dioceses that are asking for our Congregation. 

 
Let them take the rightful defense.67 

 
Today I have already written to the convents of Saint Fiora, Farnese, 

Valentano and will write to others so that they may all pray. God knows how I 
was yesterday in body and spirit, but on receiving such a visitation, oh, how 
much my heart rejoiced. I told one and all that they had given me a feast. 

But it is necessary to make incessant prayer, so Your Reverence should 
bring everyone together in the Chapter, professed and novices, and let all 
know the need of the alms of prayers, Communions, and all other exercises. 
Let them implore Mary, Mother of Sorrows, showing to the Eternal Father His 
Divine Son Crucified, the forgetfulness in the world of the sufferings of Jesus 
Christ, the reason so many souls are going to hell, the lack of workers, and so 
many other things that holy zeal will bring to you. 

 
Oh, what fierce persecution! Good, good. I would not have God offended. 

His Divine Majesty wants to perform a greater work than we could imagine. 
Prayers, prayers, prayers, out of charity, so that His Divine Majesty may give 
the victory to us. I have much to do. 

 
Goodbye. Alleluia, amen. 
 
Pray for Father Thomas, who stands in the fight with great fidelity. Oh! what 

a great servant of God, recollected, etc. 
 

545 
Abbess Maria Elizabeth  (1)68 

San Angelo 
July 3, 1748 

                                                
66. 

 Father Thomas Struzzieri, in the face of this opposition, was the principal help to Paul. He was named Procurator with all of the 
ecclesiastical authority that office entails. Thus he could act in the name of the Congregation. The words of Jesus to Nathanael, “Behold a 
true Israelite in whom there is no guile” (John 1:47), applied for Paul to Struzzieri and gives the measure of his great esteem for him. 

67. 
 For Paul, the principal defense is prayer, which he taught in the monasteries and convents where he preached. To Fulgentius he asks that 
the spirit of the community be one of intercession before the Heavenly Father. 

68. 
 Maria Elizabeth is abbess of the Capuchines of Santa Fiora, Grosseto. Paul writes a long letter asking for prayers in his struggle with the 
Frati. This letter is an example of letters that he sent to many communities of nuns. 
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May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be always in our hearts. 

Very Reverend Mother, 
 

My great esteem for your venerable convent has never left my poor heart 
since I had the good fortune to conduct a retreat for your religious about 
twelve or more years ago. I do not remember rightly. I have always retained 
great gratitude to you for the charity with which you treated me, especially in 
putting up with my shortcomings with such patience. May God be blessed in 
his men and women servants! Amen. So now, relying on your holy charity, I 
come, prostrate in spirit to your feet, to reverently ask the help of your holy 
prayers for a very weighty affair. I will give you a short account of that. 

 
You may know that the mercy of our God, after having me drink some drops 

of suffering, has done me the grace of seeing the Congregation of the 
Discalced Clerics of the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ approved. An apostolic 
brief was issued last year in the month of April, during Passion Week. 

 
Now we have established five Retreats, and others are in process of 

founding because there are requests for our Congregation in not a few 
dioceses. The bishop of Terracina, a great servant of God, is having a Retreat 
built there at his own expense. This is the sixth Retreat. In these Retreats 
there is great perfection of life. Believe me, I cannot hold back my tears on 
seeing so many servants of Jesus Christ so fervent, penitential, and always 
happy. They all rebuke my great tepidity with their holy life. Oh, how much I 
would weep! 

 
We are a little less than seventy religious, and the novitiate is filled with true 

servants of God. Numbers increase continually, for there are not a few who are 
applying to be admitted into our poor Congregation. At the end of January a 
Retreat was established about one hundred miles from here, and elsewhere 
others are in process of being founded, in addition to Terracina. Now all the 
monasteries of Frati in the large Province of Campagna-Marittima have cited us 
at the Sacred Congregation in order to block these foundations. I have no 
doubt whatever that they are well intentioned. I know my poor heart loves 
them even more than previously, but the suffering is not small. The devil is 
making a great uproar to block, even to destroy, this work of God, which is 
doing so much for souls with missions and retreats and other exercises of 
piety, especially by promoting in all hearts a true devotion to the suffering of 
Jesus, our true Life. For this we have a fourth vow and to that end His Holiness 
has allowed us to wear on our habit and mantle the sweet Name of Jesus with 
the title of the Passion written in white letters, with a cross also white. It 
arouses great devotion. 

 
Accordingly, I am begging the great charity of your religious to make 

continual prayers, communions, and penances in accord with your holy Rules, 
applying all, as God inspires them, to move the Mercy of God and assist in the 
work and grant the grace, in accord with the Holy Will of God, to expand this 
holy work. Let them have Mary Most Holy intervene; let them hold up to the 
Eternal Father His Divine Crucified Son; let them appeal to the forgetfulness 
there is of his holy Passion. 
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Because this poor little flock, gathered on hills and in solitude, wants to 

make war on hell and promote the memory of the pains of Jesus, so many 
storms are rising up against us. I know this is a good sign. I know that now His 
Divine Majesty wishes to do great things. But I also know that this work was 
born in prayer; therefore, I have recourse to the spouses of our Crucified Love 
to help me placate our God, who is angered at my ingratitude, for I have never 
done the least good well, but imperfectly and filled with vices. Help then, O 
Most Reverend Mothers, help! The need is great. Prayers, prayers, prayers. 

 
I am out of time for there is a pile of letters to be written. May Jesus enrich 

you with every blessing and make you all holy. I have never ceased to make 
you part of my poor prayers, although I have not written much, nor to other 
convents, for I do not want to inconvenience the spouses of Christ with my 
letters except in case of great necessity. I am writing in haste and leave all in 
the holy Side of Jesus, and I am always, 

 
Your unworthy, obligated servant, 

Paul of the Cross 
 

Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (5) 
San Angelo 

August 3, 1748 
J.M.J. 

Your Excellency, 
 

I believe Your Excellency will have had information on the persecution raised 
with holy intentions against us by the good religious of Campagna-Marittima 
Province. I have no doubts that your fatherly zeal is at work with your holy 
prayers to His Divine Majesty so that the Mercy of God will give us victory — of 
that I can not doubt. Our poor religious are all armed and every religious is 
careful to defend his position with fervent prayer, mortifications, and, above 
all, an exact regular observance. These are the weapons with which each of us 
tries to fight in order to gain the victory with the Most High. 
 
 
 Letter to the Religious after the second general chapter 1753 
 
841 
Passionist Religious (10) 
San Angelo 
March 12, 1753 
 
Paul of the Cross, 
General Superior of the Congregation of Discalced Clerics, 
Fighting under the Banner of the Passion of the Lord, 
To our Brothers, Dear Sons in Christ, of the Retreat of N., 
 
Greetings in the Lord: 
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Whereas in the General Chapter, canonically gathered according the 
prescription of the Rule at the Retreat of Saint Michael the Archangel, by no 
merit of our own, but Divine Providence so disposing, we were elevated once 
more to the highest position of this Congregation which bears the title of the 
Passion of the Lord, we, fearful of our weakness and with entire hope based on 
the Lord and the strength of his power, submit our shoulder to the yoke of so 
great a burden and consecrate our weak strength freely to the heavy task for 
the greater glory of God and the advance of the Congregation. 
 
Therefore, we announce our election to all you our members, our beloved 
brothers and sons in Christ: to you who are priests, to you enrolled as clerics, 
to you living in the lay state. Begging you from our soul by the charity of the 
Holy Spirit that there be petitions, prayers, demands made to God for us and 
that you faithfully help us in your prayers as we must make an account for our 
care of your souls to the supreme Pastor, Christ the Lord, who requires the 
blood of his sheep from the hands of the shepherd. Therefore, it is incumbent 
on us to fulfill our office with all the sanctity, prudence and vigilance we can, 
lest any of this small flock be lost, or the initial strength of observance be 
weakened, or fervor be cooled in any of our religious. What is more important, 
lest by our fault, as we know to be enough merited, the work of the 
Congregation be totally destroyed. 
 
Therefore, we need to pray without ceasing in one unanimous spirit, dearest 
ones, that God, the Best and All-Highest, will show to the coming ages the 
riches of his grace in his goodness to us by raising this too fragile Congregation 
in its swaddling clothes to solemn vows through the Apostolic See. Then it will 
be able to spread through all parts of the world and in the Catholic Church. 
Once it is solidly established in accord with our desire, it may stand  
unconquerably as a wall for God against the enemies contending against the 
Cross of Christ. All of us, as true unconquerable workers in the Vineyard of the 
Lord, will be able to eradicate the flood of vices of the people and, burning with 
divine love, imprint devotion to the Passion of the Lord on the hearts of the 
faithful who are too forgetful of it. 
 
Since many evils disturb us in this corrupt age, attacks from without, fears 
within, and therefore that we may not have sorrow upon sorrow and be 
compelled to weep under the burden of this great office, we ask you again and 
again in the Lord, beloved ones, that you fall off neither to the right nor the 
left, but make your path straight and strive to lighten the weight of our 
burden, or as the Apostle says, we ought to bear one another’s burden, so that 
you with equal zeal strive to bear our burden. You, however, along with us 
carry this weight. If we strive in the fashion of a vigilant Shepherd, wishing to 
satisfy our weighty obligations and work with solicitude, you must bring the 
due submission of prompt obedience and true humility. “The care belongs to 
us, to you the obedience.” To use the words of Saint Augustine, “For us the 
vigilance of the pastor, to you the humility of the flock.” You gave that 
generously while we were reaching our sixtieth year in this office, although 
poorly. You will certainly not fail to give such obedience to our old age. We 
know that from the virtue we have observed in you. 
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Since things are this way, beloved brothers in Christ, we wish now to open our 
inner feelings to you so that, although we are seen to be elevated once more 
to the position of General of the Congregation, we, nevertheless, do not think 
of our self as president or superior, but as your most devoted servant. We seek 
not to be served, but to serve. You are “our joy and our crown” and “we have 
you in our heart.” We speak of you as our dearest and most beloved sons in 
Christ and claim to love you with a fatherly affection of sincerity, and “in the 
heart of Jesus Christ we long for you,” that moved by our great love, “now 
absent in body, but present in spirit,” we embrace one and all, priests as well 
as clerics and lay brothers, extending our arms in a close bond of charity and 
testifying sincerely from the fullness of our heart that we are always ready to 
spare not even the hardest labor for the benefit of your souls. Even more, 
since “the charity of Christ presses us.” To the extent it were necessary and 
with the help of God’s grace, as a good shepherd we are not afraid to lay down 
our life for you, our sheep. 
 
Therefore, dearest sons in Christ, come to us as to a benevolent father in 
whatever you have need of, whether spiritual or bodily, with filial confidence. 
In this regard we strongly desire we may find the sons of the Congregation 
faithful and sincere, and that with due care and in the best way we will aid 
them in all things and take care to bring help with all our strength. 
For the rest, “most beloved and desired sons, we beg all of you in the Lord that 
you walk worthy of the vocation in which you were called. Clothe yourselves as 
elect of God, holy and beloved, with a heart of mercy, with kindliness, humility, 
modesty, patience; loving one another with fraternal love, yielding to one 
another with honor, supporting one another, unanimous in one spirit in a bond 
of peace, doing nothing through contention or out of vain glory, but in 
humility, considering others as superior; in such a way, however, that over all 
these you have charity, which is the bond of perfection.” For this each of you 
must strive that you may attain it in accord with promises vowed. “In 
simplicity of your heart and serving Christ and not serving the eye as though 
pleasing men, but as servants of Christ fulfilling the Will of God from your soul, 
obey your superiors and be subject to them. This is right, for they watch over 
you as having to give an account for your souls. So that they may do this 
gladly and not in tears, let no one presume to despise them, for he then 
despises God;” but rather, as is right, let him listen with due docility of mind, 
not as to a human being, but in the human being let him see God. Because of 
their faith in the Scriptures, each one can glory to hear. In the meanwhile, 
“Fathers,” do not by your imprudence “rouse your sons in Christ to indignation” 
so that they do not become weak in spirit and, lacking confidence in you and 
troubled by inner anxieties and by not opening the secrets of their hearts, fall 
into an irreparable series of evils. 
 
Wherefore, most beloved and dearest sons, we ask you and beseech you in the 
Lord Jesus Christ that as you have received from us through the Constitutions 
and Rules the way you should walk and please God, that you do walk in that 
way. 
 
Whereas you have been called apart by the special gift of God to the fortress of 
the Lord under the unconquered banner of the saving Passion, you are enrolled 
to fight and “to keep the faith and to finish your course.” With alacrity of 
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strongest spirit, press on so that at some point, after having overcome many 
tribulations, you may be able to claim the incorruptible crown of justice, which 
is stored up for you by the Just Judge. 
 
Dearest ones, this is what we make intercession for all of you in all our 
prayers, confident that he who has begun this work will bring it to perfection 
so that this little flock of our Congregation may grow, and you, rooted and 
founded in unfeigned charity, may be made the good odor of Christ and grasp 
the prize of your calling and be able to proclaim Jesus and Him Crucified most 
fervently to all peoples, Christian and infidel. 
 
When finally on that fearful moment of the last day, when the Father will come 
to ask an accounting of our stewardship, that Father who placed this recently 
planted vine of our Congregation in the garden of his Church, surrounded by a 
variety, and gave it to us to guard, oh, would that we could answer we have 
lost none of those plants which, like fruitful olives in the house of God, ought 
to be there and flourish like palm trees, that none have perished through our 
fault, except those who out of perverse will have refused our proper care and 
are unwilling to produce fruits worthy of penance. 
 
Therefore, dearest ones, do not slacken in doing good, but with fear and 
trembling work out your salvation, striving rather that through your good 
works you make your call and election certain. Therefore, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who gave us the example that as he acted, so must we act. 
Pray without ceasing for us and for the Congregation. Now, we place you to be 
guarded in the tabernacle of the Open Side of Christ and in the Sorrowful Heart 
of Mary, our most loving Mother, and with a chaste fatherly love we pray that 
the God of Peace will sanctify you in everything, and that the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
So be it. So be it. We ask you to read our letter carefully, which we sign with 
our own hand as a testimony of our love and mark with our seal. 
Given from the solitary Retreat of Saint Michael the Archangel, Territory of 
Vetralla, March 12, 1752. 
 
Paul of the Cross, General Superior 
Peter M. of the Wounds of Jesus, Secretary 
<seal> 
 
987 
 
Letter to the religious after the failure to receive Solemn Vows 1760 
 
1282 
Passionist Religious (18)62 

                                                
62. 

 This is the circular letter in which Paul announces that the cardinals have recommended to the pope not to grant solemn vows to the 
Congregation pro nunc, “for now.” He sees a falling away from first fervor as the reason for this decision and suggests that an effort for 
spiritual renewal begin on the part of one and all. Some of Paul’s fellow religious had complained to the commission about the austerity 
of the Rule and stated they did not want solemn vows.  
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San Angelo 
November 30, 1760 
 
Paul of the Cross, 
General Superior of the Congregation 
of Discalced Clerics of the Passion of Jesus Christ, 
To All our Sons and Brothers, Priests, Clerics, 
Lay Brothers, Who Constitute This Congregation, 
 
Eternal Greetings in the Lord: 
 
The public and private prayers, along with the weekly Mass ordered by me so 
that you might apply them according to my intentions, which were only to 
beseech the Lord to fulfill his Holy Will and that the affairs of the Congregation 
would come out in accord with the Divine Good Pleasure, I can assure you that 
all these have risen to the Presence of His Divine Majesty and resulted in the 
effect I desired. Since after the efforts of my poor labors and sweat, and after 
all imaginable diligence, without sparing any hardship and exhaustion, whether 
on the road or in my stay in Rome, at the end on the last Sunday after 
Pentecost, November 23, the special commission of five eminent cardinals, 
designated by His Holiness, with whom I met twice, met and determined that 
for now nothing should be changed with regard to taking solemn vows. 
Look at the words of the decree: “Nothing is to be changed for now with regard 
to taking solemn vows.” Take note of the words “for now,” that for the time 
being such solemnization must be deferred. I, however, as superior and most 
unworthy servant of the whole Congregation have engaged in devout 
reflections at the foot of the Crucified, and I have asked for light from the 
great Father of Lights, who is not accustomed to place anyone in the position 
of superior, especially of an entire Congregation, without granting that person 
the light needed to govern and to fulfill his proper task. I have discovered and 
have come to know clearly that the decree pro nunc was used by the divine 
and adorable Providence since, although His Holiness and the eminent 
cardinals were inclined to grant solemn vows, by that pro nunc they judged it 
expedient to defer. Do you know why? 
 
Because our Congregation has fallen away from its first observance and fervor. 
There no longer shines in it the fraternal charity of the first days, no longer is 
there blind obedience or holy humility; fervor is just about all gone, for night 
and day laziness in the fulfilling of the holy Rules has triumphed; there is 
tepidity in rising to praise God in choir at night and day. Mental prayer is 
marked with sleep, wandering of mind, and little or no reverence in the 
Presence of God. The great lack of composure in the exterior lets us know the 
little faith and reverence in the interior. Conversation with seculars is without 
edification, with too much speaking and too little modesty. Love of poverty is 
just about gone; gluttony is not checked; the Rules are almost thrown over 
one’s shoulders into oblivion. 
 
O God! where has the first fervor vanished? Where has sacred silence gone, 
modesty, obedience, love of solitude? Oh, “an evil wild beast has devoured 
everything.” What is the evil wild beast if not self-love, love of one’s ease and 
not for holy penance which crucifies the flesh with its desires and, above all, 
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that pride and the high concept of self that destroys every good, while love of 
one’s own contempt and knowledge of one’s own nothingness is the foundation 
stone of the other virtues? 
 
This, then, is the fierce beast that has devoured everything. “An evil wild beast 
devoured him.” This is the reason why for now the favor of solemn vows was 
not given, and the Holy Spirit inspired the eminent cardinals to formulate their 
decree pro nunc so that we might know that in throwing off tepidity and 
renewing our first fervor, then immediately the Congregation will be raised to 
the status of a true order with solemn vows. I assert this to you in the Lord. 
So, my dearest ones, “Be renewed in spirit of your minds and put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” and clothed in Jesus Christ, let true humility of heart, internal 
and external, shine forth in you; exercise yourselves in exact obedience, in 
true charity with each other, in meekness, and in patience, “supporting one 
another,” being compassionate with great charity and helping one another, 
guard your external senses, especially your tongue, especially when obedience 
sends you outside, and have a great regard for silence, which is the golden key 
that guards the treasure of the holy virtues. 
In order not to extend myself further, I ask you to be most exact in the 
observance of the Rules, even the least rule, which were approved by the 
Sovereign Pontiff, the Vicar of Jesus Christ, as appears in our apostolic brief, 
and were established by God to bring you to holiness by the exact observance 
of the same. If you do this, then will be verified in you the saying: “God will be 
consoled in his servants,” for Jesus Christ will take his delight in you and the 
Congregation will be the veneration of the world. Doing otherwise will make us 
the scorn of all to our infinite loss. O my dearest, what a great consolation will 
be yours at death when the Lord will make you know that through you an 
order was planted in the Church with such profit for the souls of our poor, 
sinful brothers! What joy you will experience when you hear the angels sing: 
“Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord.” 
I have great hopes for all of you, and I hope you will be competing to see who 
can be the holier. As we are approaching the holy Solemnity of the Birth of the 
Divine Word-Made-Man, I ask you to prepare for that solemnity with a fervent 
novena, practicing during it the customs of the Congregation with great fervor 
of spirit, preserving great silence, modesty, discreet abstinence, and the 
exercise of every virtue so that being reborn in the Divine Word to a life 
entirely holy, rich in every virtue, you may deserve, through the infinite merits 
of Jesus Christ, to be foundation stones for the holy order, and so in this way 
we can all together with our converted neighbors chant the eternal mercies of 
God in heaven. With this, and praying from the Lord every copious blessing 
and asking for your continuous prayers for all the reasons mentioned, I end 
and embrace you all in the holy Side of Jesus. 
 
Given in the holy Retreat of San Angelo, this November 30, 1760. 
Paul of the Cross, General Superior 
 
 
The death of his brother John Baptist August 30 1765 
 
1562 
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Testimonial to Father  John Baptist Danei182 
San Angelo 
September 11, 1765 
 
To the Great Glory of God 
and the Edification of Those Yet to Come 
 
In this coffin lies the body of the outstanding servant of God, Father John 
Baptist of Saint Michael the Archangel, who was the brother of Father Paul of 
the Cross, the Founder of this Least Congregation of the Discalced Clerics of 
the Passion of the Lord. 
 
He was the first and fervent associate of the Founder, his indefatigable partner, 
as well as the first general consultor. He was born in Castellazzo in the diocese 
of Alexandria in Savoy. He came from the religious and noble family of the 
Danei’s. He was baptized in Ovada in 1695 on April 3. 
 
From his earliest years he devoted himself to his religious practice, and as a 
young man was clothed with the Passionist habit to enroll himself as a noble 
warrior endowed with unshakable faith in God. From the beginning he labored 
with the Founder with an admirable intensity of spirit to found the 
Congregation and then to bring about its continued growth. 
 
He continued these endeavors to the end of his life with an outstanding 
example of holiness of life, based on a most living faith and the other 
theological virtues, all solidly based. Spurning all difficulties coming from the 
world and with a complete contempt for temporal vanities, he excelled in an 
admirable practice of austerity and zeal for solitude, was most studious in his 
prayerful reading of the Divine Scriptures, and given to daily and most fervent 
prayer. He was so inflamed with zeal for the Divine Glory and the securing of 
the salvation of his neighbor that, compelled by his vehement love and this 
twofold stimulus, he was forced to shed abundant tears — a gift that was given 
him frequently by God. 
 
Suffering sorrowfully from the corruption of morals, all too prevalent around 
him, he sought with continual prayers that the Lord of the Harvest would send 
tireless, excellent workers into his harvest. He himself embraced this work with 
all his heart so that what he so much desired he also worked at with all his 
strength in holy missions. He continued in this strenuous work right up into his 
old age. With apostolic freedom he endeavored to follow to the letter the claim 
of the Psalmist: “I was filled with zeal against the iniquitous, seeing the peace 
of sinners.” 
 
But since the good of Christendom is said to depend on the uprightness of the 
inheritance of the Lord’s elect, he considered this work of conducting spiritual 
exercises for the clergy to be his special work. In fulfilling this ministry he 
attempted to renew a strong ecclesiastical discipline. With what strength of 

                                                
182. 

 This document was written in Latin by the hand of Paul of the Cross. Enclosed in a leaden tube, it was placed in the original coffin that 
contained the mortal remains of his brother John Baptist Danei. 
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spirit he pursued abuses that were creeping in, with what powerful words he 
castigated the sins of the clergy, it would be difficult to describe. 
 
It would be hard to put in few words the list of the virtues that he cultivated. 
But to say much in a short space, we can cite one virtue as an example of all. 
His angelic modesty and purity was so outstanding that he had a horror at the 
very presence of a woman. Only the duty of charity could force him to work for 
their spiritual welfare. 
 
Despite his outstanding gifts, he showed forth such humility that he was 
extremely fearful of all ostentation or worldly glory, or even the slightest savor 
of esteem. He regarded suffering and humiliation for Christ as his private 
possession. 
 
Finally, after having endured countless sufferings with unconquered fortitude, 
after forty-eight days of protracted agony with outstanding patience, seeking 
to live by the Divine Will in everything, always being himself, having received 
all the sacraments devoutly, with eyes pouring forth tears while often 
repeating verses from Scripture, giving us great examples of edification, and 
extending his paternal blessing to the religious, both present and absent, with 
a peaceful heart and tranquil spirit and a joyous countenance he died 
peacefully in the Lord within the walls of this Retreat and in his own cell in the 
Year of the Lord 1765 on Friday, at 2:45 of the night.183 

 
The funeral services were performed in accord with the rites of the Holy Roman 
Church by the aforesaid Father Paul, the General Superior. Further suffrages 
were offered by the faithful, not only by the religious, but even by others out 
of their esteem and goodwill. 
 
His remains were graced with a brass figure of the Crucified, mounted on wood 
and placed on his breast. The undersigned witnesses testify to the truth with 
an oath given to the undersigned Dominic Anthony of Alexandria, the public 
notary, and testify that this is the body of the aforesaid Father John Baptist in 
the present coffin with this testimonial in the hand of the previously mentioned 
notary and officially signed by the superior of the Congregation and marked 
with our seal. 
 
The commune of Vetralla officially acknowledges the worth of the deceased 
and benefitted by the kindliness of his most human memory; therefore, the 
secretary of this commune, Angelo Paolucci, wished to add his seal on this day 
of August 31,1765 
 
Given in this holy Retreat of San Angelo, this day of September 11, 1765. 
<Seal> 
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 In Paul’s time, zero hour was the Ave Maria bell rung sometime after sunset; thus, John Baptist probably died somewhere between 8:45 
or 9:45 p.m.  



 31 

John FrancisSancez (28)184 
San Angelo 

September 12, 1765 
J.C.P. 

Dear Sir, 
 

The holy and respectful service of sympathy that you offer me on the happy 
death of Father John Baptist, “whose memory is in benediction,” comes from 
your innate goodness. From the outset of his illness I began to humbly kiss the 
hand that was about to deliver the stroke, and I have continued to do so up 
until now. Nevertheless, I could not help feeling the pain, although I had great 
reason to console myself over the precious death he died, equal to his most 
exemplary life. In the course of his long sickness, he protested always that he 
wanted nothing to lessen his pain and that he was dying willingly and without 
fear. In his last days he had such a peaceful countenance that those who came 
and the great number of distinguished seculars agreed in marveling at seeing 
his serenity. So he continued to the end, always allowing visitors and 
suggesting to them motives of faith and piety. 

 
In order not to go on at too great a length, I am including a copy of a 

document that was placed in a leaden tube in the coffin as a sign of gratitude 
and in recognition of how much he did for the Congregation. The copy is poorly 
written since it was done in haste and most everyone is sick. If you wish to 
show it to some devout person, he could copy it on good paper with a fine 
hand, and then it would be intelligible. 

 
On the occasion the officials of Vetralla showed themselves truly devout and 

affectionate since they came unanimously with the governor and many of the 
clergy. Signore Leopold, as syndic of the Retreat, so organized things that 
everything proceeded with a holy peace. He and the other officials were a 
guard of honor for the servant of God, so no disorder occurred. He himself, 
with the help of others, wished to meet with all who came, first with the 
women and then the men. 

 
In recognition of such great charity, in addition to his great merit before 

God, he was given the crucifix of the servant of God, along with the sign from 
his mantle. These are greatly prized by him. The people who touched 
something used by the deceased are obtaining many miraculous graces. 
Pardon me if I am too wordy; attribute it to my devotion and piety. Now with a 
humble and devoted reverence I affirm that I truly am, 

 
Your unworthy, obligated servant, 

Paul of the Cross 
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 This is the first letter Paul has written after the death of his brother John Baptist, who died on August 30, 1765, even though earlier in the 
letter of July 22, 1765 to Teresa Zelli he had written: “…Father John Baptist, who now is showing notable improvement.” Paul wrote very 
sincerely, admitting that he experienced the pain of losing his brother, who was his life-long companion in founding the Congregation. 


