
MAY THE PASSION OF JESUS BE ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PASSIONISTS 
 

MONTE ARGENTARIO 
 

“If there is anywhere on earth which was dear to  
St. Paul of the Cross it was Monte Argentario” 

(Jude Mead, C.P.) 
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MONTE ARGENTARIO 
 

 
 
On the feast of the Nativity of our Lady, the boat stopped near Monte 
Argentario; I did not embark, but I ate some wild figs which the sailors had 
gathered on the land. However, standing on the boat, I fixed my eyes on the 
rocks and crags on the southern side of the mountain, and thought of 
withdrawing to one of those caves, and surely ending my days there. 
 
Conversation of St. Paul of the Cross with Cardinal Pallotta, recalled by Brother Bartholomew of St. 
Aloysius in his testimony at the Canonisation Process (Volume 4, p. 315ff) 

 
 
Father John Mary of St. Ignatius says that on the feast of the Nativity 1721 
the ship arrived at Monte Argentario and “it happened that the sea calmed to 
such an extent that the boat could not go on; the sailors landed on the beach, 
got down from the boat, and began to gather wild figs, while Paul 
contemplated the mountain, and the caves on it, longing to withdraw there. 
 
Processes, Volume 1, p. 45 

 
 

+ + + + 
 
 
When asked who they were, Paul and John Baptist said, “We are two 
brothers who feel inspired by God to do penance on Monte Argentario”. 
 
They went to the Hermitage of the Annunication on Monte Argentario. It was 
a large building with five rooms on the ground floor and five rooms upstairs. 
Although the structure was sound, conditions were primitive; John Baptist 
slept on a table but Paul, who was afraid of falling off, slept on the floor of the 
Chapel, which was less rough than that of the hermitage. Their days were 
spent in prayer and study. 
 
According to Strambi, “There was continual silence; they spoke little to each 
other to be able to speak more to God and listen to his voice”. The entire 
mountain and everything to be seen on it were for them an ever open book, 
and a school for admiring more and more and praising the Divine Creator.” 
(Life of St. Paul of the Cross by St. Vincent Strambi, p. 48) 
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Because they were living in such a solitary place and were not well known at 
first,  there were times when they had nothing to eat except the few edible 
plants and herbs which were growing wild on the mountain. On Sundays they 
taught catechism in the small towns on the coast, John Baptist at Porto San 
Stefano on the north side of the lagoon and Paul at Port Ercole on the south 
side. 
 
After Ordination in Rome on 7th June 1727 Paul and John Baptist returned to 
Monte Argentario at the beginning of March 1728. 
 
But Antonio Schiaffino had moved into the Hermitage on Monte Argentario. 
Paul and John Baptist went up the mountain to meet him and asked if they 
could stay with him at the Hermitage. Antonio became angry at the 
suggestion and chased them away from what was now his home, not theirs. 
 
The two brothers decided that the best thing to do was to go back to 
Castellazzo. They walked down the other side of the mountain to Porto San 
Stefano where they found a boatsman willing to take them on their first stage 
of the journey north. When they got into the boat however, the wind dropped 
and the boat was unable to move. They knelt down in the boat and prayed for 
guidance; perhaps God did not want them to leave Monte Argentario after all. 
They decided to stay and when they disembarked, the boat was able to move 
again. 
 
On embarking they found out that there was another hermitage, dedicated to 
Sant Anthony, on the east side of Monte Argentario, looking towards 
Orbetello. It was small and in a very bad state of repair, but sufficient for their 
needs. 
 
As A Seal Upon Your Heart: The Life of St. Paul of the Cross, Founder of the Passionists, Paul Francis 
Spencer, C.P. 

 
 

+ + + +  
 

 
If there was anywhere on earth that was dear to St. Paul of the Cross it was 
Monte Argentario. 
 
Monte Argentario is a marvel of nature. It is a picturesque peninsula, 
sometimes an island when cut off by the flooding tides of the sea from the 
Italian mainland. It stretches out into that part of the Mediterranean Sea which 
is called the Tyrrhenian Sea. The air is salubrious, the view of the sea, sky 
and coastline is majestic. 
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St. Paul of the Cross first visited Monte Argentario on 8th September 1721. 
 
St. Paul of the Cross and his brother, John Baptist, first stayed the hermitage 
of the Annunciation which was a couple of miles upland from the fishing 
village of Port’Ercole. They were established here June 27, 1723. 
 
After their ordination to the priesthood in Rome on June 7, 1727, the brothers 
came back to another hermitage at Monte Argentario. Permission for this stay 
was given on February 1, 1728. Of this period Paul of the Cross said it was 
the happiest time of his life. The first letter we have written from the second 
hermitage under the title of St. Anthony is dated June 27, 1723. 
 
It was during these happiest years that the Passionist Congregation grew in 
numbers. The first Passionist Retreat came into existence here, the Retreat 
of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Its physical construction 
began in the spring of 1733. It was delayed by war and civil and church 
unrest. The Passionist Community moved in on July 12, 1737. The Retreat 
itself was liturgically and canonically inaugurated on the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, September 14, 1737. The first letter St. Paul of 
the Cross wrote from the new Retreat is dated July 31, 1737. 
 
As the Congregation spread and there was need for a novitiate, St. Paul of 
the Cross could think of no better place than Monte Argentario. The novitiate 
house, the Retreat of St. Joseph, was opened on July 16, 1761. 
 
St. Paul of the Cross – A Source/Workbook for Paulacrucian Studies,  Jude Mead, C.P. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monte Argentario must ever be a placeMonte Argentario must ever be a placeMonte Argentario must ever be a placeMonte Argentario must ever be a place    

for the followers of St. Paul of the Crossfor the followers of St. Paul of the Crossfor the followers of St. Paul of the Crossfor the followers of St. Paul of the Cross    

as it was for him:as it was for him:as it was for him:as it was for him:    

a place of commemorationa place of commemorationa place of commemorationa place of commemoration    

a place of celebrationa place of celebrationa place of celebrationa place of celebration    

a place of thanksgivinga place of thanksgivinga place of thanksgivinga place of thanksgiving    
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PASSION PRAYER ON MONTE ARGENTARIO 

 
                             

Response 
 

JESUS, GRANT US STRENGTH TO CARRY OUR CROSS 
 

+ When we struggle with decision making and the times comes to make the 
best choices 
 
+ When we feel worn out, when it seems like all our energy has been drained 
away 
 
+ When we feel discouraged and we want to withdraw from others 
 
+ When we are challenged to risk our security and to accept new growth in 
our relationship with you 
  
+ When we are with others in their physical pain or when we vigil with one 
who has a terminal illness 
 
+ When we feel the suffering of the world and unite in compassion with the 
earth’s suffering people 
 
+ On those days when life seems too demanding with all its cares, burdens 
and concerns 
 
+ When we harbour old wounds and are called to offer or to receive 
forgiveness and move on 
 
+ When we experience great loneliness deep inside and the pain or 
separation fills our spirits 
 
(Other prayers can be prayed …….) 

 
 

Crucified Jesus, help us to take up our cross day by day. Through these 
crosses we can grow closer to you. Help us to lean on you and to learn from 
you. May we not give in to self pity or self doubt. Rather, let us trust in your 
presence which strengthens us. Remind us of your resurrection. Help us to 
keep our vision focused on life and growth. Amen. 
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A MONTE ARGENTARIO PILGRIMAGE 

 
 
 

 
 
 

• Take some time to walk around Monte Argentario 

• Absorb this holy mountain, the home of the first Passionist Community 

• Look for the tracks where St. Paul of the Cross could have walked 

• St. Paul of the Cross and his early companions would go off into the 
woods and send time in prayer …. look for the places they might have 
sat and prayed 

• What are some words to describe your experience of living on the this 
mountain, which is so special to the Passionist story 

• “If there is anywhere on earth which was dear to St. Paul of the Cross, it 
was Monte Argentario” – spend some silent time in a quiet place, close 
your eyes and just listen and absorb Monte Argentario 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


