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ICON – PASSIONIST PENTECOST 

painted by Rumenian artist, Aurel Jonescu 

 

I am not the writer of this icon, "Passionist Pentecost", but I 

have gazed lovingly upon it for hours, and it has begun to speak 

back to me. It is a doorway into heaven, it brings the past into 

the present and makes us present in the past. It is a family 

portrait. It is our Passionist inheritance. It is my family gathered 

in prayer before they go out and minister to God's people of 

every time and age. Prayer is the soul of ministry. As Bennet 

Kelley, C.P. writes, “All Paul's recommendations to those he 

directed had love as the primary goal: relating to God in deep 

mutual love and expressing this love by pouring it out on 

others.” 

 

The best way of contemplating this icon is to take the place that 

is reserved for you. That space in front of Mary. Your presence 

there makes the heavenly circle complete, without you there the 

portrait is not a true family portrait. 

 

So, it is sitting in this space, that I share these thoughts with 

you. 

 

Beginning at the top of the icon and moving down, this is what 

I see: 

 

BUILDINGS IN THE BACKGROUND 

 

The building on the right represents the Western Church and 

the building on the left with the cupola represents the Eastern 

Church.  From age to age you gather a people to yourself, so 

that from east to west a perfect offering may be made to the 

glory of your name (Eucharistic Prayer III). 
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Gathered together is a family. Each member has their own 

identity and their own gifts. But it is the one Passionist Family. 

There are Founder Passionists, Lay Passionists, Brother 

Passionists, Student Passionists, Priest Passionists, Bishop 

Passionists, Father General Passionists, Nun and Sister 

Passionists , Martyr Passionists, male and female Passionists. 

ALL PASSIONISTS! St. Paul of the Cross realised that we are 

called together by grace to carry and practice a specific charism 

for the Church. For the love of God is very ingenious, and is 

proved not so much by the words, as by the deeds and examples 

of the lover (Passionist Rule XVI).  

 

I have tried to share with you what I have been taught by this 

icon. One's eye is always drawn to the Passionist Sign that 

represents the Crucified Christ. It is he that we preach, minister 

to and try and imitate in our ministry to the crucified of the 

world.  

 

May the Passion of Christ be always in our hearts. 

 

 

Reflection composed by Fr. Kevin Tuitu'u, C.P. 
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have clothed her, how we have honoured her. Our tainted 

nature's solitary boast. [William Wordsworth] 

 

THE PASSIONIST FAMILY GATHERED AROUND 

MARY 

 

St. Paul of the Cross wanted his companions to live their lives 

like apostles. They were to foster and develop a deep spirit of 

prayer, penance, and solitude so that they could reach closer 

union with God and witness to His love (Passionist 

Constitutions I, # 1). 

 

There are three Passionists in the family portrait who look at us 

and try to engage us. St. Paul of the Cross, at the right, holding 

a preaching or pastoral staff. Blessed Bernard Mary 

Silverstrelli, at the far left of the portrait, and Blessed Pio 

Campidelli, at the top left of the icon. They represent three ages 

of Passionist history, from the beginning to the modern day. All 

others in the icon, while gathered together, are in contemplation 

of different things. However, each of them is "fired" by the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.  All of you are Christ's body, and each one is 

a part of it. In the church God has put all in place … (1 Cor 12: 

27). 

 

Passionist women are recognised in the presence of Venerable 

Maria Crocifissa (top right hand side of Mary) and St. Gemma 

Galgani (bottom far left). Maria, Gemma and Our Lady 

represent those who work tirelessly in the background and who 

keep alive the memory of the Passion of Christ in a special 

way. Our Lady by her presence at the foot of the Cross; 

Gemma by the stigmata on her body and her suffering and 

Maria by her contemplation of Christ Crucified. Each of us 

takes a part in this apostolate according to their gifts, 

resources and ministries (Passionist Constitution I, # 3). 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT WITHIN THE ‘STAR OF 

BETHLEHEM’ 

 

Everything we do is through the Holy Spirit. Mary, the spouse 

of the Holy Spirit, allowed God to become present amongst us. 

Where Mary is the Holy Spirit is present also. I see the Holy 

Spirit within the "Star of Bethlehem". As the star announced 

the birth of Christ, so the star in the icon announces the birth of 

Christ in a new way within the Passionist Family. We are 

aware that the Holy Spirit makes use of the brethren to 

manifest Himself, and distributes His gifts among them as He 

sees fit, working in all of them. For this activity of the Holy 

Spirit, we give thanks with gladness (Passionist Constitutions 

II, # 27).   

 

The Holy Spirit is surrounded by an areola of fire. The fire 

shows a "bursting out", a great movement. Light immortal, light 

divine, Visit thou these hearts of thine, And our inmost being 

fill … (Sequence, Feast of Pentecost). 

 

On the evening of the Sunday of the Resurrection, Jesus gave 

the apostles the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to them 

again, "Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send 

you." Then he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy 

Spirit" (John 20: 21, 22).  The gift of the Spirit given by Jesus 

bursts out at Pentecost and scatters the apostles to the ends of 

the earth, never to be physically together again, but together in 

the Lord they serve, and the commonality of their message. As 

for us we proclaim the crucified Christ … who is the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor 1: 23 – 24). 

 

 

 

THE PASSIONIST SIGN 
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Above the head of Mary is the Passionist Sign. It is symbolic of 

Christ Crucified. Christ does not appear in the icon. The Lord 

has ascended to heaven after carrying out his mission, and yet 

is still with us through his Holy Spirit. If the "Sign" represents 

Christ Crucified, Mary and the Passionist Family are gathered 

around his cross. The disc around the Passionist Sign is gold 

reminding us that Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will 

come again (Acclamation of Faith I). 

 

THE VIRGIN MARY, GOD BEARER 

 

In the tradition of ancient icons of Pentecost, it is customary 

that the throne in the middle is usually left vacant. Christ has 

ascended to the Father and the apostles await his return. The 

throne belongs to Christ. Modern icons place Mary in the midst 

of the disciples, or in this case, the Passionist Family. She is not 

there to replace Christ, but to bring him to birth in the Church, 

or in this icon, the Passionist Family, Mary's role in the Church 

is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly 

from it (Catechism of the Catholic Church, # 964).  She is the 

strength that holds them all together, They gathered frequently 

to pray as a group, together with the women and Mary the 

mother of Jesus …(Acts 1: 1).  Mary holds her hands in the 

"orans" position, an ancient attitude of prayer. In relation to the 

body size of everyone else in the icon, she is the largest figure. 

This is to show the dignity that God has given her as the mother 

of his Son, but also her pre-eminence in the Community of 

Disciples (Pope John Paul II). 

 

Mary is the holder of the story of the Passion, Standing close to 

Jesus' cross … his mother… (John 19: 25); Mary is the 

memory of the price of our salvation, Mary remembered these 

things and thought deeply about them  (Luke 2: 19); Mary is 
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the catalyst through which God achieved his will, I am the 

Lord's servant … may it happen to me as you have said (Luke 

1: 38); Mary is the link with Jesus, he said to his mother, "Here 

is your son." (John 19: 2); Mary is the Mother of the Family, 

This is your mother (John 19: 27); Mary is what the Church 

seeks to become, the Mother of Jesus, in the glory which she 

possesses in body and soul in heaven, is the image and 

beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to 

come. Likewise she shines forth on earth, until the day of the 

Lord shall come, a sign of certain hope and comfort to the 

pilgrim People of God (Lumen Gentium 68; cf 2 Peter 3: 10). 

 

It is usual in icons of Our Lady that her eyes are looking 

straight at the person gazing at the icon or they are looking 

"within" herself. Looking at the person she challenges and asks 

for something of us. When she is "looking within" she is in 

contemplation. Archbishop Fulton Sheen used to say, “When 

Mary wanted to look at heaven she looked down, when we want 

to look at heaven, we look up”. 

 

You will notice that Mary's eyes are not in these traditional 

positions. In this icon she is looking to the left. She is looking 

into the future. To those in the Passionist Family who are to 

come. Those halos also include us. Alert to hear the Father's 

voice and to do His will, we try daily to ascertain His loving 

purpose in an attentive and loving search. Day by day we 

confront our lives with the Gospel values and the example of 

Christ (Passionist Constitutions I, # 20).  We are the saints of 

today, becoming. 

 

Mary's clothing is the basic black of the other Passionists. She 

identifies herself as one of us.  However, we have wrapped her 

in a gold mantle. She does not seek this for herself, it is how we 


